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SATURDAY, AUGUST 23, 1834, — 





TERMINATION OF THE SECOND SESSION OF THE 
REFORMED PARLIAMENT. 


Tue labours of the Second Session are at meg brought to a close, 
having been neither so severe, so long protracted, nor so productive of 
great measures as the first, though the ministerial changes have been 
much renters As far as our limited space will admit, we have been 
faithful “chroniclers of the proceedings in outline at least; and we 
shall now wind up our labours by giving the concluding report of the 
progress of business in both Houses since our last, up to the close. 

On; Wednesday, August the 13th, in the House of Lords, the follow« 
ing bills were -the Insolvent Debtors (India) Bill; the’ Cus- 
toms. Duties Bill, the Assessed Taxes Composition Bill; the Stamp 
Duties Repeal Bill, and the Spirits Duties (Ireland) Bill. — 

After this, the house took into consideration the results of the cons 
ferences with the Commons on the amendments made in three bills— 
the Coroner’s Bill, the Justices of the Peace Bill, and the Poor Laws 
Bill. On the two first bills, the Lords persisted in maintaining their 
dissent from the alterations made by the Commons; but on the Poor 
Bill'the Lords assented to the reinsertion of the 18th clause, ‘which’ 
provides for the admission of Dissenting ministers to workhouses.. 

The Sale of Beer Bill, and the South Australian Bill, each went 
through a stage. si rbut 

The Marquis of Londonderry then asked some questions on the 
foreign policy of the Government, and obtained only an admission by 
Lord Melbourne.that the. affairs of Spain were of sueh importance, not 

alone to Great Britain but to-Europe, that it must be the duty of what-. 
ever Adwitnisttation might bein office to obtain'the most ‘authentic 

and Spéedy information of the tranSactions which were going forward. 
For this, purpose Colone] Caradoc had been despatched to:Spain.. 
On the sebest af the alleged confiscations.at: Lisbon he said the noble’ ’ 
Marquis was:totally uninformed: °° hens Oe Pa ae ieaes 


On the simtie’day, in the House. of Comfnons, the result of two.of 
the conferences. with the,.Lords .was. mentioned... The Cominons'then 
threw out the Coroners’ Courts Bill, on accountof the Lords having 
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persisted in their alteration ; the Attorney-General stating that ‘“ in his 
opinion they were open courts, coroners having the power, on parti 
cular occasions, to close the court, in the same way as Judges of other 
courts of record. A declaratory clause to that effect ought to bein- 
troduced, requiring at the same time that the coroner should report to 
the Court of King’s Bench or the: Secretary of State what pasted in his 
court when the doors were shut, and the reasons which induced him to 
exclude the public on any. particular occasion,” ee 

Mr. Grattan: withdrew his motion. r ing the employment of 
military force in the collection of tithes in Ireland, it being understood 
that Ministers would not employ it except for the preservation of the 
public peace, 

Mr. Buckingham presented a petition from certain: individuals con- 
fined for debt in the Fleet Prison, stating that the Asiatic cholera had 
broken out within the prison, which endangered the lives of those con- 
fined therein, and praying that even yet during the present Session the 
Bill for abolishing Imprisonment for Debt should pass. into a law; er 
the debtors of the Fleet be released on their assigning over all their 
property to trustees for the benefit of their creditors.. In corroboration 
of the statements contained in the petition, Mr. Buckingham read an 
extract of a letter dated from the prison that morning, accompanying 
the petition, which was addressed originally to the night hon. the 
Chief Commissioner of Woods and Forests (Sir John ouse), but 
im his absence was transferred to the right hon. the Paymaster of’ the 
Forces (Lord John Russell}, by whom, as he was leaving the house, 
it was transferred to him (Mr. Buckingham) for presentation. ‘Fhe 
writer of the letter stated “ that Mr. Fentum, many years‘a respectable 
music-seller in the Strand, and who had been con im the prison 
about three months, was attacked with cholera, and died at three 
o'clock on Sunday morning. He added also that this morning, about 
two o’clock, Colonel Bayley, who resided in the: room opposite to that 
whieh had been occupied by Mr. Fentum,. was seized with the same 
disorder, and died within seven hours. In both cases the medical-at- 
tendants had pronounced the disease as decidedly: Asiatic, and. there 
were several other cases in the house,” He(Mr. Buckingham) thought 
this a case peculiarly worthy the attention of the Government, and 
whether it might be possible to. pass the bill in ion this. Session or 
not—he hoped an inquiry would be made into this specific case, and @ 
prompt and effective remedy be applied. 

Mr. Hume observed, that this was another illustration of the cruelty 
of imprisonment. for debt. 

The Attorney-General said that the house must be aware that the 
failure of the measure did not arise from any negligence on his part. 
He should certainly, early in the next Session, move for leave to bring 
in @ bill to abolish imprisonment for debt. nf 

In reply to.a question from Mr. Ewart, rst 

‘The Attorney-General said, that with regard to the two prisoners, 
Mosley and Garside, upon whom sentence of death had been passed at 
Chester, there was considerable difficulty. ‘Phe sheriffs of the city of 
Chester would not. carry the sentence into execution, for they con- 
tended that the recent change in the law relating to the palatine 
exonerated them from that duty, The county sheri onan that it 
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had never been ———- by his ems mae a me 
necessary to respite the prisoners time to time ti question 
could be settled. ysis 

Mr. Buckingham then ee notice that early in the next’ Session 
he would move for leave to bring in @ bill to consolidate and amend the 
laws respecting Drunkenness, with a view to the suppression of that 
chief source of the crime and pauperism of the country. 

Sir S. Whalley moved for a return of all bills brought into that 
house, the dates of their first and second readings, committals, third 
readings, and being passed; and also a return of the divisions, 
likewise @ return of the stages to which those bills passed in the House 
of Lords. He would take that opportunity of giving notice, that 
in the next Session he would move for leave to bring im a bill for the 
abolition of the hereditary peerage. 

‘Fhe Speaker observed, that the house-could not enforce that part of 
the motion which referred to the proceedings of the other house. 
They eould not call upon the House of Lords for a return of their 
proceedings. 

Sir S. Whalley thought, with respect to the Speaker, that the 
house could make an Giles Spb tha ‘slicers of the other house to give 
the information required. The object of his motion was ‘to ascertain 
the fate of many promising measures, which, after having occupied a 
pea Farhi mm of the time and attention of the house, had been sent to 


The Speaker said that the hon. member had another mode of ascer- 
taining the fate of any bill in the House of Lords. 

The motion was.then withdrawn. 

On the motion of Mr. Hume, a return was ordered of the expenses 
paid by Government for the ution of the Brighton Guardian, 
stating also the date when, and the parties. to whom, they were paid. 

Mr. Baines asked Dr. Lushington whether a more full and satis- 

‘ report from the ecclesiastical commission might be expected to 
Abe laid before the house? 

Dr. Lushington said that it was: intended to present another and 
more satisfactory report in a short time. 

Mr. Cobbett wished to know whether it would contain an account 
of the income of the bishops, and of the sources from which it was 
derived, and what portion of the church revenues went to the working 
clergy ? 

Dr. Lushington said that the report would contain the particulars 
of those subjects. 

A message ftom the Lords announced that their lordstips' had 

to the amendments of the Commons upon the Poor Laws’ 
Amendment Bill. . 

Mr. Hume wished to know whether there would be any objection to 
the publication from. time to time in. the Gazette, or im some way, of 
all colonial’ app ‘with an income above a certain value... The 
noble lord (A ) had stated some time ago that he would not object 
to a plan of that kind, but since that time he had heard nothing about 
it. He wished to know from his right hon. friend (Mr. Rice) whether 
he would have any objection ? pie 
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Mr. Rice said that he would not object to the publication of any 
appointments in his department.above a certain amount, ‘but he did 
not think that it would be necessary to publish all the minor appoint. 
ments. 

Mr. Hume, adverting to a report which had lately been’ brought up, 
complained: of the extravagance of using gilt paper for 9 we e 
which a plain and cheaper paper would be quite as useful. “He under- 
stood that the gilding of paper for the use of the two houses cost many 
thousands a year, and that in this article alone a saving of 5000I. 0 
60001. a year might be made. 

Lord Althorp admitted that gilt paper was not necessary for ordina 
purposes; but he could not think that any saving could be effected in 
that respect which would amount to many thousands a year. 


Mr. Hume complained of the great expense of pening and sta- 
tionery generally, and of the great extravagance in the latter article in 
most of the public departments. It was but justice to his right hon. 
friend the Secretary for the Colonies to state that he had effected a 
saving in this respect of 50,000/. in the last three years, and he (Mr. 
Hume) thought that a further reduction to a third of that. amount 
might still be made. 


Mr. G, F. Young, adverting to a statement made. by the noble lord 
on Monday, that the salary of the Chief Commissioner of Poor Laws 
would be 20002. a year, though before that it had been intimated that 
it was only to be 1000/. a year, said that he did not object to the in- 
crease, but he wished to know what was to be the salary of the As- 
sistant-Commissioners. 


Lord Althorp was net prepared to answer that question at present. 

The other orders of the day were then disposed of, and the house 
adjourned at a quarter-past 7 o’elock. sh 

On Thursday, August 14th, in the House of Lords, the Consolidated 
Fund Bill, the Church Temporalities (Ireland) Bill, the South Australia 
Bill, the Sale of Beer Bill, the Burghs (Scotland) Bill, the. Royal 
Burghs (Scotland) Bill, and the Registration of voters (Scotland) Bill, 
were read a third time and passed. ' 

The royal assent was given, by commission, to the Insolvent Debtors 
(India) Bill, Assessed Taxes’ Relief Bill, Exchequer-bills. Public 
Works Bill, Bank of England Debt Bill, Poor Laws’ Amendment 
Bill, Starch, &c., Duties’ Repeal Bill, Spirit Duties Bill, and Pay- 
ment of Creditors (Scotland) Bill. eee 

The commissioners were the Lord Chancellor, the Earl of Mulgrave, 
and the Earl of Shaftesbury. « 

The Lord Chancellor said he had a great number of petitions to pre- 
sent to their lordships, coming from very respectable classes of His 
Majesty’s subjects. The noble and learned lord then presented. up- 
wards of 70 petitions on various subjects; amongst them. were. one 
from Bath, against any restrictive enactments affecting civil rights on 
account of religious opinions; from Brough, Westmoreland, against 
the tithe system; from retailers of beer in Leicester, praying to be 
placed on a footing with publicans; from an individaal, complaining 
of his dismissal from the East India Company’s service, without a 
court-martial. Also a petition to exclude clergymen from the com- 
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mission of the peace; against the'introduction of any further measure 
for the better observ: ice of the Sabbath; several for the separation of 
Church and State, and others deprecating any interference with that 
connexion ; against the power which magistrates possess to levy a fine 
of 40s. for selling beer at certain hours. on Good | Friday; against al- 
lowing beer to be consumed on the premises: of beer ‘retailers; from 
Robert. Owen (on whom the noble and learned ‘lord pronounced an 
eulogium), on the subject of Education, and a second: from the same 
individual, calling for an inquiry into the: state of the employed and 
unemployed poor in England and Ireland, with many others: The 
noble and learned lord then presented 36, petitions. against the existin 
system of church patronage in Scotland, a subject which he. was glad 
to find had been taken up by the General. Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland. The noble and learned lord. next presented 14 petitions 
from various. bodies of Dissenters, Praying fr a removal of the 
grievances under which they labour. He agreed in. the sentiments 
contained in those petitions, so far as they were not ia goat to the 
interests of the established church, The noble and learned lord finall 
presented patent from the parochial schoolmasters. of Scotland, 
t signed by 684 of that body. He briefly adverted to the cireumstances 
, in which they were placed, and expressed a confident, hope that, the 
: noble viscount (Melbourne) would take measures for their relief. 

He lordship afterwards laid on the table of the house a bill relative 
to the appellate jurisdiction of the peers, a subject, worthy of the most 
serious consideration. The bill was ordered to be printed. 

A message from the Commons then brought up several. bills, which 
gave the Bishop of Dery an opportunity of stating that he had: re- 
ceived communications from a number of the Irish clergy, expressing 
; their desire to be relieved from the disagreeable duty of presiding at 
vestries. He hoped His Majesty’s Ministers would take the subject 
into consideration during the recess. , 

4 








On the same day, in the House of Commons, the Deputy Usher of 
the Black Rod summoned the house to attend in the Lords for the 
purpose of hearing the royal assent given by commission to several 
public and private bills, already named iu the Lords’ report. 

A person from the Office of Woods and Forests presented the 11th 
report of the Commissioners, and plans of the Houses of Parliament 
and Westminster Hall. 

A message from the Lords announced that theirlordships had agreed 
to the Consolidated Fund Bill, the Registration of Votes (Scotland), 
the Sale of Beer amendment, the South Australian Colonization, and 
several other bills. 

On the motion of Mr. Blamire, the Lords’ amendments to the Tithes 
Stay of Suits Bill were read and agreed to. The hon. member then 
presented a petition from certain spirit retailers in Pontypool, Mon- 
mouthshire, on the subject of spirit licences. 

Mr. Hume moved that certain, pepers which had been presented 
relative to payments made to colonial pgsats ie printed ; a » for an 
account of the yaanner in which 24,0001. had been expended among 
the Nonconformist and Dissenting ministers in Ireland. The hon, 
member gave notice, that he should next session move for the appoint- 
ment of a select committee to collect and arrange the different orders 
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of the house, with the view of forming the whole inte a manual forthe 
use of members; and for a select committee to inquire imto the nature: 
and amount of the different sinecure offices which had been created, 
and the persons by whom they were filled. 

The Attorney-General then gave a long detail of the business which 
had been despatched in the House of Commons relative to the Court of 
Chancery. The learned gentleman, after several compliments to his 
noble friend the Lord Chancellor, concluded by moving for a return of 
the number of bills filed in the Court of Chancery and appeals entered 
in the years 1825 to 1833 inelusive, together with the number of: 











> 
those andecided' at the date of the: lest sittings: «6. © 


ration of the late reform. 
The Attorney-General said the new system had only come into ope- 

ration in November last, and it would be impossible to make out any 

comparative return of the expenses until the year was completed. At 


the same time, however, he could assure the house that the suitors had 


derived the full benefit intended by the change, and many abuses 


under which they formerly laboured had now been entirely removed. 
(Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Aglionby rose to call the attention of the noble lord (Althorp) 
to the case of an individual convicted at Warwick by Mr. Justice 
Taunton of setting fire to one or more stacks. He did not expect any 
remission of the sentence, nor was he aware that the case called for 
the clemency of His Majesty. Under all the circumstances of the 
case, he trusted that though the-person to whom he referred had been 
sentenced to endure the last penalty of the law, His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment would see the propriety of not giving full effect to a sentence 
pronounced under a state of the law which attempts had been so often 
made to amend. The principle of a mitigation of the law had been 
fully recognised and sanctioned by that vote of the house in obedience 
to which the bill was read a second time. He now much 
that he had ever consented.to withdraw the bill, but certainly when he 
did so, it was in the full hope that all cases arising at the present 
assizes would have been viewed with leniency by the executive autho- 
rity. He admitted that no direct intimation had been given on the 
subject by the noble lord opposite, but the silence of Ministers cer- 
tainly led him to indulge such a hope. Feeling as he did a very pain- 
ful solicitude on this matter, he begged to entreat to it the attention of 
the noble lord. 


Lord Althorp referred to the admission of the last speaker that Go- 
verment had given no intimation as to what course they might think it 
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Mr. Ewart observed, that many potiaions in favour of tho bllcaw 
presented in the course of the present Session fram perens who bad 
been sufferers from the offence, the punishment for which it wae thp 
abject of that bill to mitigate. iin te nee 

Colonel Davies observed that it would be putting Government ina 
very painful situation if they were to be enlled. On te canpend. the 
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operation of every law-to 
course of a Session. 
Mr. F. O'Connor urged the Coveromant to comente dhe canteaso of 
death into one of transportation. 
: Mr. Wilks wished to know from the noble Jed 
would consent to a more ample and deteited vopost or the 
table of the house from the ecclesiastical commussioners. 
Lord Althorp said that it had dy Qe it ct ih 
t of the hon member for Boston would be-cantpliad with. : 
Mr. Wilks then stated that he had given noties epqpeath 
into the revenues and the condition general of :. 
Oxford and Cambridge, and he thought onl bo 


if some such inquiry were instit 
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Cambridge, he should, soon after the meeting of Partiament feel it-his 
duty to submit a motion to the house on the subject. 
On the motion of Mr. Littleton, the Lord’s amendments in the Church 
Temporalities (Ireland) Bill were agreed to. i ciban isa 
Colonel Perceval rose to inquire of the right hon. gentleman ‘op-’ 
posite, the Chief Seeretary for Ireland, in reference toa recent trial m 
Limerick (as we understood that of Mr. Lyons, of Croome, but ‘the 
hon. member did not mention the name), whether the notes and report 
of the Solicitor-General, who had presided on the occasion, had been’ 
laid before the Lord Chancellor. The gentleman concerned was most 
anxious for the fullest investigation, and he (Colonel Perceval) should, 
if nothing were done in the mean time, feel‘called upon to bring the 
matter under the consideration of the house early in the next Session. 
Mr. Littleton replied, that immediately after the return of the So- 
licitor-General from circuit the notes were laid before the Lord Chan-. 
cellor. GR ees 
Mr. F. O’Connor hoped there would be an inquiry, and censured in. 
strong terms the charge of the Solicitor-General. RE? 


On the motion of Mr. Hill, the Lords’ amendments to the. South. 
Australian Bill were agreed to. 


Several amendments made by their presi a in the Beer Bill were: 
then, on the motion of Lord Althorp, considered by the house, and: 
some conversation ensued. On that relating to the power of visiting 
those houses, with which constables were invested, 

Mr. Hume protested against those domiciliary visits, and said he 
should divide the house. 

Lord Althorp said he should have been better satisfied if the right of 
entry had been limited to one hour after the time appointed for shutting: 
up the houses, still he should support the amendment as it stood. 

Mr. T. Attwood denounced the measure as tyrannical, as the result’ 
of old women’s talk, or men like old women, who went up and down 
through the country circulating idle stories about drunkenness and- 
immorality. 

Mr. Aglionby declared his intention to divide with the hon. member 
for Middlesex. The house then divided :—For the Lords’ amendment,’ 
29; Against it, 12; Majority, 17. 

The remaining amendments were then agreed to, and the house ad- 
journed at half-past 6 o’clock. 

The House of Lords met on Friday, August 15th, for the proroga- 
tion of Parliament by His Majesty in person. 

At 10 minutes before 2 the Lord Chancellor entered the house, and 
proceeded to address their lordships, in giving judgment in thé cause 
‘* Tollemache v. Coventry,” which related to 'the construction of a will. 


A few minutes before 3 o'clock His Majesty, attended by the great 
officers of state, took his seat on the throne.’ 


The Usher of the Black Rod having summoned the Commons to at- 
tend His Majesty, 


The Speaker, accompanied by a great number of members of th 
lower house, appeared at the bar, 
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The right hon: gentleman stated, that. His Majesty's faithful Com- 
mons attended in conformity with His Majesty’s commands. He ob» 
served, that matters of great moment and of deep interest had’ for 
several months demanded the attention of the: House of Commons, and. 
amongst the prominent of these was ‘‘ the bill.for.the amendment and 
better administration of the poor laws.in England.and Ireland ;” that 
bill had,:from the commencement down to the end of. the Session, oc- 
cupied their earnest attention. It was impossible, for them to. approach 
a subject of such. infinite delicacy, and of such immense importance, 
without much apprehension, That measure, in. its effects on the com~ 
forts, on the habits, on the morals,and on the general welfare of the 
largest class of society, had, as it could not fail to do, attracted their 
most serious consideration ;. and if the results of that measure should 
be successful in proportion to the laborious investigation which had 
been bestowed upon it, and which it had received both in and out of 
Parliament, then they had a right to hope that those results would be 
most beneficial to all classes of society. The right hon. gentleman 
then adverted to the labours of the House of Commons in endeavour- 
ing to alleviate the burdens of the country.. They had reduced the 
charge of the 4 per cent. annuities; and, so far as the exigencies of 
the State admitted, they had contracted the several estimates for the 
public service. The Commons had laboured in the discharge of their 
arduous duties most sedulously, and they trusted, with satisfaction to 
His Majesty and to the country. The bill which he then had the 
honour to present was an act for appropriating a certain amount of 
surplus revenue of the year 1834 to purposes therein specified. 

The royal assent was then given to the Consolidated Fund Bill, 
Church Temporalities (Ireland) Bill, South Australia Bill, Sale of Beer 
Act Amendment Bill, Burghs (Scotland) Bill, Royal Burghs (Scot- 
land) Bill, Registration of Voters (Scotland) Bill, Customs Bill, Turns. 
pike-road, Acts’ (Ireland) Continuance Bill, Fines and. Recoveries 
(Ireland) Bill, Trading Associations Letters. Patent Bill, Warrants. of 
Distress.(Ireland) Bill, General Turnpike Act Amendment Bill, and 
Tithes Stay of Suits Bill. 

His Majesty then delivered his Speech from the throne, after which 
the Lord Chancellor pronounced the, Parliament to be prorogued until. 
Thursday the 25th of September next, (though it will probably. not 
meet againt until February,) and the assembly then separated, The 
Speech itself we give in another place. 

The House of Commons met.on Friday, August 15; at half-past J. 
There were about 70 members present when the Speaker took the chair, . 

A message from the Lords announced their lordship’s concurrence 
in the Courts of Equity Bill. 

Mr. Hume moved for certain returns relative to the expense incurred 
in the public offices for stationery of various kinds supplied to them.. 

Mr. V. Smith said the returns which had been moved. for by the 
hon. member would tend to correct errors which had gone abroad on 
the subject of the expense of the stationery supplied to departments of 
Government, The hon. member stated on a former occasion that 
6000/. per annum was expended to supply the two houses with gilt- 
edge paper, &c. Such a statement was untrue, and calculated much 
to mislead. The fact was, the returns would prove that the cost for 
the last year was only 600/. 
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of the house, with the view of forming the whole inte & manual for the 
use of members; and for a select committee to inquite mto the nature: 
and amount of the different sinecure offices which had been created, 
and the persons by whom they were filled. 

The Attorney-General then gave a long detail of the business which 
had been despatched in the House of Commons relative to the Court of 
Chancery. The learned gentleman, after several compliments to his 
noble friend the Lord Chancellor, concluded by moving for a return of 
the number of bills filed in the Court of Chancery and appeals entered, 
in the years 1825 to 1833 inclusive, together with the number of ap 
peals undecided when the present Chancellor came into office, and of 
those undecided at the date of the last sitting. 

Mr. Hume said nothing could be more satisfactory than the state- 
ment which had been made by the hon. and learned gentleman, as far 
as expedition was concerned ; but there was another element of great 
importance in relation to legal proceedings—namely, expense, which 
he hoped would not be overlooked. (Hear, hear.) He was glad to 
see that a clear and convincing statement had been made as to the 
despatch of the legal business of the country, in order to meet in the 
most decided way the representations which had been made upon the 
subject elsewhere (hear, hear); but he should be glad to know in 
what proportion the expenses of suitors had been reduced by the ope- 
ration of the late reform. 

The Attorney-General said the new system had only come into ope- 
ration in November Jast, and it would be impossible to make out any 
comparative return of the expenses until the year was completed. At 
the same time, however, he could assure the house that the suitors had 
derived the full benefit intended by the change, and many abuses 


under which they formerly laboured had now been entirely removed. 
(Hear, hear.) 


Mr. Aglionby rose to call the attention of the noble lord (Althorp) 
to the case of an individual convicted at Warwick by Mr. Justice 
Taunton of setting fire to one or more stacks. He did not expect any 
remission of the sentence, nor was he aware that the case called for 
the clemency of His Majesty. Under all the circumstances of the 
case, he trusted thut though the-person to whom he referred had been 
sentenced to endure the last penalty of the law, His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment would see the propriety of not giving full effect toa sentence 
pronounced under a state of the law which attempts had been so often 
made to amend. The principle of a mitigation of the law had been 
fully recognised and sanctioned by that vote of the house in obedience 
to which the bill was read a second time. He now muchr 
that he had ever consented.to withdraw the bill, but certainly when he 
did so, it was in the full hope that all cases arising at the present 
assizes would have been viewed with leniency by the executive autho- 
rity. He admitted that no direct intimation had been given on the 
subject by the noble lord opposite, but the silence of Ministers cer- 
tainly led him to indulge such a hope. Teeling as he did a very pain- 
ful solicitude on this matter, he begged to entreat to it the attention of 
the noble lord. 

Lord Althorp referred to the admission of the last speaker that Go- 
verment had given no intimation as to what course they might think it 
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‘to pursue with regard to sach prisoners as might be tried and 
Fund guilty at the then ensuing assizes; he was.clear m the opinion. 
that nothing tould be more unjust. towards persons accused, or more 
injurious to society at large, thaw that the law:should be rendered ua~. 
certain by any discussions that might take place in that house, and he 
had exp himself to that effect in reference to the bill to which. 
the hon. and learned gentleman. had just been alluding. As to the 
possible effects of that bill, the hon. and learned gentleman might 
make himself perfectly easy, for considering the time at which it passed 
its second reading, it was utterly impossible that it should be carried 
through both houses and receive the Royal assent in the present Ses- 
sion. The last speaker seemed to take for granted, that if a bill was 
read a second time, that proceeding on pays of the house amounted 
to a sanction of its principle; technically speaking, perhaps, that 
might be true, but in practice it was well known to hon. members that 
the house often gave a bill a second reading, without by any means 
intending to assent to its principle. He could not help observing, that 
remarks such as those of the hon, and learned gentleman placed His 
Majesty's Government in a painful situation ; but, however distressing 
to his feelings it might be, it was impossible for him to do otherwise 
than declare, that no consideration would lead him to be accessory to 
the practice of rendering the law uncertain by means of discussions 
arising in that house. 

Mr. Hume said that the object of all punishment was prevention, and 
that the most effectual mode of securing that object was by causing 
penalties to accord with the feelings of the people, so that there should 
be no reluctance to prosecute, and by rendering them certain, unfailing, 
and expeditious. He regretted much that the bill just mentioned had 
net passed into.a law. - 

Mr. Ewart observed, that many petitions in favour of the bill were 
presented in the course of the present Session from persons who had 
been sufferers from the offence, the punishment for which it was the 
object of that bill to mitigate. 

Colonel Davies observed that it would be putting Government ina 
very painful situation if they were to be called on to suspend the 
operation of every law-to which objection might have been taken in the 
course of a Session. 

Mr. F. O'Connor urged the Government to commute the sentence of 
death into one of transportation. 

Mr. Wilks wished to know from the noble lord opposite whether he 
would consent to a more ample and detailed report being laid on the 
table of the house from the ecclesiastical commissioners. 

Lord Althorp said that it had already been intimated that the wish 
of the hon member for Boston would be complied with. ' 

Mr. Wilks then stated that he had given notice ont an inquiry 
into the revenues and the condition generally of Universities of 
Oxford and Cambridge, and he thought itwould be highly advantageous 
if some such inquiry were instituted with regard to them as had been 
set on foot with regard to the Scotch Universities. He had now only 
to add, that unlcss the responsible advisers of the Crown recommended 
His Majesty to issue a similar commission touching Oxford and 














































1276 MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS, &Ce. 


Cambridge, he should, soon after the meeting of Parliament feel-it:his 
duty to submit a motion to the house on the subject. 

On the motion of Mr. Littleton, the Lord’s amendments in the Church 
Temporalities (Ireland) Bill were agreed to. doa 


Colonel Perceval rose to inquire of the right hon. gentleman op-’ 


posite, the Chief Seeretary for Ireland, in reference to’a recent trial im 
Limerick (as we understood that of Mr. Lyons, of Croome, but‘ the 
hon. member did not mention the name), whether the notes and report 
of the Solicitor-General, who had presided on the occasion, had been 
laid before the Lord Chancellor. The gentleman concerned was most 
anxious for the fullest investigation, and he (Colonel Perceval) should, 


if nothing were done in the mean time, feelcalled upon to bring the 


matter under the consideration of the house early in the next Session. 
Mr. Littleton replied, that immediately after the return ‘of the So- 


licitor-General from circuit the notes were laid before the Lord Chan- 


cellor. 


Mr. F. O’Connor hoped there would be an inquiry, and censured in. 


strong terms the charge of the Solicitor-General. 


On the motion of Mr. Hill, the Lords’ amendments to the South. 


Australian Bill were agreed to. 


Several amendments made by their lordships in the Beer Bill were- 
then, on the motion of Lord Althorp, considered by the house, and: 


some conversation ensued. On that relating to the power of visiting 
those houses, with which constables were invested, 


Mr. Hume protested against those domiciliary visits, and said he 


should divide the house. 


Lord Althorp said he should have been better satisfied if the right of 
entry had been limited to one hour after the time appointed for shutting’ 


up the houses, still he should support the amendment as it stood. 


Mr. T. Attwood denounced the measure as tyrannical, as the result’ 


of old women’s talk, or men like old women, who went up and down 


through the country circulating idle stories about drunkenness and 


immorality. 
Mr. Aglionby declared his intention to divide with the hon. member 


for Middlesex. The house then divided :—For the Lords’ amendment,’ 


29; Against it, 12; Majority, 17. 


The remaining amendments were then agreed to, and the house ad- 
journed at half-past 6 o’clock. 


The House of Lords met on Friday, August 15th, for the proroga- 


tion of Parliament by His Majesty in person. 

At 10 minutes before 2 the Lord Chancellor entered the house, and 
proceeded to address their lordships, in giving judgment in the cause 
“*Tollemache v, Coventry,” which related to'the construction of a will. 

A few minutes before 3 o'clock His Majesty, attended by the great 
officers of state, took his seat on the throne.’ 


The Usher of the Black Rod having summoned the Commons to at- 
tend His Majesty, 


The Speaker, accompanied by a great number of members of th 
lower house, appeared at the bar, 
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The right hon. gentleman stated, that His Majesty's faithful Com- 
mons attended in conformity with His Majesty's commands. He ob« 
served, that matters of great moment and of deep interest had° for 
several months demanded the attention of the House of Commons, and. 
amongst the prominent of these was “the bill for the amendment and 
better administration of the.poor laws in England.and Ireland ;” that 
bill had, from the commencement down to the end of the Session, oc- 
cupied their earnest attention. It was impossible, for them to.approach 
a subject of such infinite delicacy, and of such immense importance, 
without much apprehension, That measure, in its effects on the com- 
forts, on the habits, on the morals, and on the general welfare of the 
largest class of society, had, as it could not fail to do, attracted their 
most serious consideration ;. aud if the results of that measure should 
be successful in proportion to the laborious investigation which had 
been bestowed upon it, and which it had received both in and out of. 
Parliament, then they had a right to hope that those results would be 
most. beneficial to all classes of society. The right hon, gentleman 
then adverted to the labours of the House of Commons in endeavour- 
ing to alleviate the burdens of the country. ‘They had reduced the 
charge of the 4 per cent. annuities; and, so far as the exigencies of 
the State admitted, they had contracted the several estimates for the 
public service. The Commons had laboured in the discharge of their 
arduous duties most sedulously, and they trusted, with satisfaction to 
His Majesty and to the country. The bill which he then had the 
honour to present was an act for appropriating a certain amount of 
surplus revenue of the year 1834 to purposes therein specified. 

The royal assent was then given to the Consolidated Fund Bill, 
Church Temporalities (Ireland) Bill, South Australia Bill, Sale of Beer 
Act Amendment Bill, Burghs (Scotland) Bill, Royal Burghs (Scot- 
land) Bill, Registration of Voters (Scotland) Bill, Customs Bill, Turns 
pike-road. Acts’ (Ireland) Continuance : Bill, Fines and Recoveries. 
(Ireland) Bill, Trading Associations Letters Patent Bill, Warrants of 
Distress. (Ireland) Bill, General Turnpike Act Amendment Bill, and 
Tithes Stay of Suits Bill. 

His Majesty then delivered his Speech from the throne, after which 
the Lord Chancellor pronounced the Parliament to be prorogued until. 
Thursday the 25th of September next, (though it will probably not 
meet againt until February,) and the assembly then separated, The 
Speech itself we give in another place. 

The House of Commons met.on Friday, August 15, at half-past J. 
There were about 70 members present when the Speaker took the chair 

A message from the Lords announced their lordship's concurrence 
in the Courts of Equity Bill. 

Mr. Hume moved for certain returns relative to the expense incurred 
in the public offices for stationery of various kinds supplied to them. 

Mr. V. Smith said the returns which had been moved for by the 
hon. member would, tend to correct errors whieh had gone abroad on 
the subject of the expense of the stationery supplied to departments of. 
Government, The hon. member stated on a former occasion that 
60002. per annum was expended ‘to supply the two houses with gilt- 
edge paper, &c. Such a statement was untrue, and calculated much 
to mislead. The fact was, the returns would prove that the cost for 
the last year was only 6000. 
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Mr. Hume—That is your version ; but we shall see when we have 


the return. 

Mr. T. Duncombe gave notice of ‘his intention, when the sessional 
orders were moved in the next Session, to submit a resolution to the 
house relative to the unconstitutional interference of any prelate or 
peer of the realm in the election of members to serve in Parliament, — 

Mr. Lynch alluded to some observations which had fallen from the 
Attorney-General on a former occasion upon a motion relative to the 
business of the Court of Chancery. The hon. and learned gentleman 
had made comparisons between the amount of business done by the 
present Lord Chancellor and certain other Judges, which not cast 
a reflection on the latter, but also on former Judges who had held the 
office of Lord Chancellor with the greatest credit to themselves and the 
admiration of the country. Such observations had a very injurious 
tendency, and were calculated greatly to mislead the public. The hon. 
member also complained of the incorrectness of certain statements 
made by his Majesty’s Attorney-General, from which it would ‘be 
inferred there was no arrear of causes in the Court of Chancery; such 
was not the fact, there being a very considerable arrear of business that 
had not been disposed of. 

The Attorney-General said the facts he had mentioned to the house 
were founded upon documents which had been regularly furnished to 
him, and of the correctness of which he could not entertain a doubt. 
He still believed what he had stated was substantially true—namely, 
that in reality there was no arrear of causes to be heard in the Court 
of Chancery. He was still of that opinion, as he had heard nothing to 
gainsay it. The hon. member, from his experience in the Court of 
Chancery as a barrister, must be fully aware of the truth of such a 
statement to a certain extent; but for his own part, he did not believe 
that for a century there had been so small an arrear of business in the 
Lord Chancellor’s Court. There were probably some matters that 
were not finally disposed of, or stood over for some reason or other; 
but he asserted that the diminution of arrears he had stated was sub- 
stantially true. 

Mr. Lynch declared there were upwards of 200 cases undi of, 
and when the Vice-Chancellor’s bill passed the arrear was only 214. 

The Attorney-General again said he believed the returns he had 
quoted to be essentially true. He must also most unequivocally deny 
that he had cast any reflection on the other judges of the court by 
the observations he had made with reference to the Lord Chancellor. 
So far from entertaining any feeling of that description, he believed 
the other Judges had discharged their duties with the greatest assiduity, 
and that their exertions merited the highest praise he could bestow. 
The remarks he had made on the occasion alluded to by the hon. 


member applied entirely to courts in various parts of the country, and. 


to inferior jurisdictions. 


Colonel Peel presented petitions from Huntingdon and another 
place in support of the established church. 

Mr. Hume took that opportunity to draw the attention of the 
Attorney-General to the petition he had presented on a former day, of 
an individual who had been sentenced by a magistrate to confinement 
with hard labour in default of the payment of a fine imposed for the 
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sale of an unstamped publication, He wished to have the opiniotof 
the hon. and learned gentleman as to whether it was in the power of} 
the magistrate to sentence to hard labour, or whether, under such cir- 
cumstances, his power was not confined to a simple committal to pri 

He was also anxious to know if the case of this individual oe amen 
taken into consideration by his Majesty’s Government. 

The Attorney-General said, in virtue of the office he had the honour 

to hold, he had felt it to be his bounden duty to give this, with several. 
simjlar cases, his serious attention; the hon. member might therefore 
be assured the subject had not escaped his notice. He was not en-. 
abled at present to give an answer to the case of the petitioners referred, 
to. Upon the question of law, however, he entertained not the 
slightest doubt. It was in the power of no magistrate to exceed. the 
sentence of simple commitment in default of the payment of a penal 
inflicted by law for such an offence: he had no power to punish wi 
hard labour. 
* Mr. Ruthven gave notice of his intention in the next Session of Par- 
liament to direct the attention of the house to the conduet of Lord 
Ellenborough, a peer of the realm, who held the sinecure office of 
Clerk of the Court of King’s Bench. The notice went on to cast im- 
putations on the conduct of that noble lord with reference to the 
monies of the suitors which passed through his hands as clerk of the 
court. 


Mr. Rice strongly objected to the books of that house being made 
the vehicle of throwing imputations on the conduct of any individual 
who had not an immediate opportunity of defending himself. He also 
deprecated the practice of a members availing themselves of the 
opportunity of placing notices on the books of the house conveying an 
inference or allegation of misconduct, which of necessity must remain 
unanswered for a period of six months. He therefore should protest 
against the entry of the notice. 

After a few words from Mr. Hume, Mr. Hill, and Mr. Young, 

Lord Althorp said it was undoubtedly in the power of the hon. mem- 
ber to make any motion or give any notice on a subject of this kind, if 
he considered it to be his duty, or felt inclined to do so; but the 
simple question was, whether in giving that notice it was in his power 
to add any expressions to it which cast very serious imputations 
on the conduct of a public officer and a peer of the realm. Whether 
the hon. member gave the notice or not, he was not precluded by the 
forms of the house from bringing the subject forward in the next Ses- 
sion ; but it was certainly very unfair to enter a notice upon the books 
of the house, containing a charge of the most serious description, which 
could not be answered for perhaps six months. If any hon. member 

thought it to be his duty to make a charge of any kind against a public 
officer, it was his duty to give notice of such intention ; but it was 
also most advigable, as well in ogee to the accused as for the satis- 
faction of the house and the public, that the charge should be followed 
as speedily as possible by the motion itself. He therefore put it to the 
hon. member whether in justice he would persevere in his notice. 

Mr. Ruthven concurred in the suggestion of the noble lord, and 
withdrew the notice of motion. 
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Mr. Hume renewed his notice of motion in the next Session for a” 
new House of Commons. 

Sir S. Whalley was desirous to know whether there was any specific 
agreement in the contract for repairing Westminster Hall, with regard 
to the period at, which it should be completed. Sat RY 

Sir John Hobhouse replied, that the terms of the contract made it 
imperative that the reparation should be completed before the next 
Session of Parliament. 

Mr. Hume wished to call the attention of the Government to an ad- 
vertisement which had just been shown him, respecting a contract 
entered into by the Government for the building of six: ‘packet-ships 
within three months. He was anxious to know whether the adveftise- 
ment had the authority of His Majesty's Ministers. } 

Captain Elliot said the information contained in the advertisement 
was perfectly true. He had been informed since he had entered the 
house, that a contract for building so many ships in such a short space 
of time might be productive of much inconvenience to the shipping 
interest of the port of London. That circumstance was to be regretted, 
inasmuch as the contract for building four of the vessels was yesterday 
completed ; but with regard to the remaining two ships, the objections 
he had heard would he fully taken into consideration by Government.. 

Mr. Young observed, as a considerable difference of opinion existed 
with reference to the construction of these packet-ships, it was much to 
be regretted they had all been directed to be built, as. such an ad- 
mirable opportunity was now afforded for giving full scope by experi- 
ment to the various suggestions that ad been thrown out.’ 

Mr. Rolfe, Sir E. Codrington, aad Mr. Q’Reilly said a few words ; 
after which, 

Colonel Evans said, he had observed an intimation given of the in- 
tention to close the gates of St. James’s-park, at the entrances from 
Great George-street, and by the new Palace at Pimlico, at 8 o’clock in 
the evening out of the Session of Parliament. Such a determination 
would be attended with great inconvenience, and he hoped therefore 
it would not be adhered to. 

Sir John Hobhouse said, he had certainly heard that such was the 
intention, but he was notable at present to state any thing positive 
on the subject. He would direct the particular attention of Govern- 
ment to it. 

The Usher of the Black Rod then summoned the Speaker and the 
house to attend the House of Peers to hear His Majesty’s Speech from 
the throne. The Speaker left the house acoompanied by about 80 
members, and after an absence of about 20 minutes, returned to. the 
house, and read from the table His Majesty’s Speech. The members 
stood round the table uncovered during the ceremony, at the conclusion 
of which the Speaker shook hands with Lord Althorp and the rest of 
the Ministers, and the members immediately separated. 



































HIS MAJESTY’S SPEECH TO BOTH HOUSES, ON 
THE PROROGATION OF PARLIAMENT. 





Delivered in the House of Lords on Friday, August 15, 1834, 





** My Lords and Gentlemen, 


“Tue numerous and important questions which have, in the present, 
as in the two preceding years, been submitted to your consideration, 
have imposed upon you the necessity of extraordinary exertions ;. and 
it is with a deep sense of the care and labour which you have bestowed 
upon the public business, that I at length close this protracted Session, 
and release you from: your attendance, 

“IT continue to receive from all Foreign Powers assurances of their 
friendly disposition. 

“The negotiations, on account of which the Conferences in London 
‘upon ‘the affairs of the Low Countries were suspended, have not yet 
been brought toa close; and 1 have still to lament: the continued 
postponement of a final settlement between Holland and Belgium. 

“On the other hand, I have derived’ the most sincere and livel 
‘satisfaction from the termination of the civil war which had so long 
distracted the kingdom of Portugal; and I rejoice to think that the 
treaty which the:state of affairs in Spain and in Portugal induced ‘me 
to conclude with the King of the French, the Queen Regent of Spain, 
and the Regent of Portugal, and which has already been laid before 

you, contributed materially to produce this happy result. 

“ Events have since occurred in: Spain to disappoint for a time the 
hopes of tranquillity in that country which the pacification of Portugal 
had inspired. ’ " 

‘To these events, so important to Great Britam, I shall give my 
most serious attention, in concert with France and with the other 
Powers who sie parties to the treaty of the 22d of April; and the 
good understanding which prevails between me and my allies encou- 
rages me to expect that our united endeavours will be attended with 
success. 

‘The peace of Turkey remains undisturbed; and I trust that no 
event will happen in that quarter’ to interrupt ‘the tranquillity of 
Burope: sn 02 Moe 

“'Thave not failed to observe with approbation that you have di- 
rected your’attention to those domestic questions which more imme- 
diately affect the general welfare of the community; and I have had 
much satisfaction m.sanctioning your wise and benevolent intentions 
by giving my assent to the Act for the Amendment and better Admi- 
nistration of the Laws relating to the Poor in England and Wales. It 
will be my duty to provide that the authority necessarily vested in 
Commissioners nominated by the Crown be exercised with temperance 
and caution; and I entertain a confident expectation that its prudent 
and judicious application, as well as the discreet enforcement of the 
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other provisions of the act, will by degrees remedy the evils which at 
present prevail, and whilst they elevate the character will increase the 
comforts and improve the condition of my people. 

‘«‘ The amendment of the law is one of your first and most important 
duties, and I rejoice to perceive that it. has occupied so much of your 
attention. si 
® « The establishment of a Central Court for the trial ef offences in the 
metropolis and its neighbourhood will, I trust, improve the admini- 


stration of justice within the populous sphere of its jurisdiction, and 


afford a useful example to every other part’ of the kingdom. 

“‘ To the important subjects of our jurisprudence and of our muni- 
cipal corporations your attention will naturally be directed early in the 
next Session. You may always rest assured of my disposition to 
co-operate with you in such useful reformations. 


“© Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

“‘T thank ‘you for the readiness with which you have granted the 
supplies. 

“ The estimates laid before you were somewhat lower than those of 
former years, although they included several extraordinary charges 
which will not again occur. The same course of economy will still be 
steadily pursued. 

“‘ The continued increase of the revenue, notwithstanding the pe 
of so many taxes, affords the surest proof that the resources of the 
country are unimpaired, and justifies the expectation that a 
verance in judicious and well-considered measures will still further 
promote the industry and augment the wealth of my people. 


“* My Lords and Gentlemen, 


“« It gives me great gratification to believe, that on returning to 
several counties, you will fied a prevalence of general tranquillity and 
of active industry amongst all classes of society. 1 humbly hope that 
divine Providence wil] vouchsafe a continuance and increase of these 
blessings; and in any circumstances which may arise; I shall rely with 
confidence upon your zeal and fidelity; and I rest satisfied that you 
will inculcate nll encourage that obedience to the laws, and that 
observance of the duties of religion and morality, which are the only 
secure foundations of the power and happiness of empires.” 








Laws RECENTLY PASSED aGaInsT DvELLING rn Hanoven. 


Tue Ps Donna ~¥ the — r — adopted, in a recent gen a 
aw against Duelling. e ty of death is pronounced against person 
who, in a mortal combat, shall | have killed his savant: which gendlty, under 
extenuating circumstances, may be commuted to 20 years’ transportation. In 
the case of a Duel not before fixed, to be mortal, he who shall have killed his 
adversary is punishable by six years’ imprisonment in a house of correction, which 
period may be diminished by extenuating circumstances. Serious wounds from 
the same cause are punished by ordinary imprisonment. The seconds, who have 
used proper exertions to prevent the Duel are. exonerated. from. punishment. 
Medical practitioners, whose aid may have been required, are not liable, neither 
are they obliged to give information on the subject. This is some advance 


improvement, as it recognises the principle that legislative interference is proper 
to prevent Duelling; and so far the example is valuable, as thousands are recon- 
ciled to follow a precedent who have not courage to begin a reform. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY DEFENCE OF THE REPORT OF 
THE COMMITTEE ON DRUNKENNESS, 





Tw watching the strictures of the London generally on the sub- 
ject of this Rey rt, we were not at all disappointed at several 
th of the Daily and Weekly Papers denouncing our labours as wholly 
useless, and pronouncing our views to be wild, visionary, and so forth, 
Some of these Journals were so abusively censorious, that it would have 
been a waste of time to remonstrate with them at all; others were 
severe, but yet from their reputation and standing we had expected at 
least the common justice at their hands, of having a hearing granted 
to us in reply, by the insertion of the letters sent by us to the editors. 
This was refused by the Times, the Courier, the Atlas, and the 
Dispatch, whose readers. therefore were prejudiced against the Re- 
without the author of that Report fase allowed to be heard 
through the same channel. It is thus that ex-parte views are con- 
tinually put into active circulation, without the possibility of counter- 
acting them through the same medium, and thus is error perpetuated 
and propagated, while truth is shackeld and restrained. In such cases 
all that we can do, is to use the only channel over which we have any 
control, for the purpose of combating, as far as its influence may ex- 
tend, the false impressions created by others. We must do justice, 
however to the editor of the Morning Herald, who, the moment he 
perceived that the Report had been misrepresented, and that all his 
reasonings upon that misrepresentation were therefore groundless, came 
forward in the most handsome manner to acknowledge the error into 
which he had been led, and amply repaid the first false step. The 
Examiner and the Speetator have also emg ere oe the Letters sent 
to them for publication. But of nearly all the rest of the London 
Journals, we can only say that they have treated the subject with a 
degree of ignorance, unfairness, and prejudice, which only shows the 
deupdinetel aati of the evil, and the necessity of very powerful efforts 
to effect its cure. eee = 

The Country Papers not being so precipitate, ving no first 
false step aula have spoken out with much greater fairness and 
impartiality on the Report; so that in the country, at least, justice will 
be done to the-cause, and this will, by-and-by, react upon the metro- 
polis, and change the current of opinion there also. 

Meanwhile, we give here the substance of the letters addressed to 
the London Editors, and by them rejected, that our readers may see 
whether they contain any thing but sound reasoning to make them 
objectionable. ; 

In the censures of the Journals, cast on the rt, a doubt is first 
raised as to whether the national loss occasioned by the use of ardent 
Spirits be really 50 millions sterling. The sum is a startling one; but 
not the less accurate on that account. Our own conviction ts that it is 
nearer 100 millions than 50; but the latter sum was named for the 
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other provisions of the act, will by degrees remedy the evils which at 
present prevail, and whilst they elevate the character will increase the 
comforts and improve the condition of my people. 

‘«‘ The amendment of the law is one of your first and most important 
duties, and I rejoice to perceive that it has occupied so much of your 
attention. sie sean 
® “ The establishment of a Central Court for the trial of offences in the 
metropolis and its neighbourhood will, I trust, improve the admini- 


stration of justice within the populous sphere of its jurisdiction, and 


afford a useful example to every other part of the kingdom. 


“‘ To the important subjects of our jurisprudence and of our muni- 
cipal corporations your attention will naturally be directed early in the 
next Session. You may always rest assured of my disposition to 
co-operate with you in such useful reformations. 


“« Gentlemen of the House ef Commons, 

‘“‘T thank you for the readiness with which you have granted the 
supplies. . 

“ The estimates laid before you were somewhat lower than those of 
former years, although they included several extraordinary charges 
which will not again occur. The same course of economy will still be 
steadily pursued. 

“« The continued increase of the revenue, notwithstanding the repeal 
of so many taxes, affords the surest proof that the resources of the 
country are unimpaired, and justifies the expectation that a perse- 
verance in judicious and well-considered measures will still further 
promote the industry and augment the wealth of my people. 


“* My Lords and Gentlemen, 


“« It gives me great gratification to believe, that on returning to your 
several counties, you will find a prevalence of general tranquillity and 
of active industry amongst all classes of society. 1 humbly hope that 
divine Providence wil] vouchsafe a continuance and increase of these 
blessings; and in any circumstances which may arise, I shall rely with 
confidence upon your zeal and fidelity; and I rest satisfied that you 
will inculcate al encourage that obedience to. the laws, and that 
observance of the duties of religion and morality, which are the only 
secure foundations of the power and happiness of empires.” 
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Laws RECENTLY PASSED aGaInsT DUELLING 1n Hanover. 


Tue First Chamber of the States of Hanover adopted, in a recent sitting, a 
law against Duelling. The penalty of death is pronounced against the person 
who, in a mortal combat, shall have killed his adversary, which penalty, under 
extenuating cireumstances, may be commuted to 20 years’ transportation. In 
the case of a Duel not before fixed, to be mortal, he who shall have killed his 
adversary is punishable by six years’ imprisonment in a house of correction, which 
period may be diminished by extenuating circumstances. Serious wounds from 
the same cause are punished by ordinary imprisonment. The seconds, who have 
used proper exertions to prevent the Duel are exonerated. from. puni 


Medical practitioners, whose aid may have been required, are not liable, neither 
are they obliged to give information on the subject. This is some advance 
improvement, as it recognises the principle that legislative interference is proper 
to prevent Duelling; and so far the example is valuable, as thousands are recofl- 
ciled to follow a precedent who have not courage to begin a reform. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY DEFENCE OF THE REPORT OF 
THE COMMITTEE ON DRUNKENNESS. 





fw watching the strictures of the Lond generally on the sub- 
ject of this Report, we were not at all Tieaspointed at finding several 

th of the Daily and Weekly Papers denouncing our labours as wholly 
useless, and pronouncing our views to be wild, visionary, and so forth, 
Some of these Journals were so abusively censorious, that it would have 
been a — - ogg remonstrate with them at all; others were 
severe, but yet from their reputation and standing we had expected at 
least the common justice at their hands, of noe a hearing granted 
to us in reply, by the insertion of the letters sent by us to the editors, 
This was refused by the Times, the Courier, the Atlas, and the 
Dispatch, whose readers therefore were prejudiced against the Re- 

without the author of that Report de allowed to be heard 
through the same channel. It is thus that ex-parte views are con- 
tinually put into active circulation, without the possibility of counter- 
acting them through the same medium, and thus is error perpetuated 
and propagated, while truth is shackeld and restrained. In such cases 
all that we can do, is to use the only channel over which we have any 
control, for the purpose of combating, as far as its influence may ex- 
tend, the false impressions created by others. We must do justice, 
however to the editor of the Morning Herald, who, the moment he 
perceived that the Report had been misrepresented, and that all his 
reasonings upon that misrepresentation were therefore groundless, came 
forward in the most handsome manner to acknowledge the error into 
which he had been led, and amply repaid the first false step. The 
Examiner and the Spectator have also freely admitted the Letters sent 
te them for publication. But of nearly all the rest of the London 
Journals, we can only say that they have treated the subject with a 
degree of ignorance, unfairness, and prejudice, which only shows the 
deep- nature of the evil, and the necessity of very powerful efforts 
to effect its cure. 

The Country Papers not being so precipitate, and having no first 
false step to retrieve, have spoken out with much greater fairness and 
impartiality on the Report; so that in the country, at least, justice will 
be done to the-cause, and this will, by-and-by, react upon the metro- 
polis, and change the current of opinion there also. 

Meanwhile, we give here the substance of the letters addressed to 
the London Editors, and by them rejected, that our readers may see 
whether they contain any thing but sound reasoning to make them 
objectionable. } 

In the censures of the Journals, cast on the rt, a doubt is first 
raised as to whether the national loss occasioned by the use of ardent 
Spirits be really 50 millions sterling. ‘The sum is a startling one; but 
not the less accurate on that account. Our own conviction is that it is 
nearer 100 millions than 50; but the latter sum was named for the 
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express purpose of stating the amount as much -below.the.trath; In 
the first place, all the money or. the labour expended. in. the. peshipe 
of ardent Spirits is a dead loss; as much so as if it were sunk in the 
sea. According to the testimony of every medical witness examined, 
it is declared to be a poison—wholly useless to persons.in health, and 
‘mischievous to those mn sickness—a destroyer of the mind and boily- 
and the parent of almost every class of crimes, If, therefore, @ nation 
could be found who would send us all the eh) we. could drink, 
for nothing, it would be a greet gr i but if he es Seing. aa eiesere 
injury, it is requisite that we should pay for this injury to the extent 
of 20 millions annaally, in money or goods produced British | ibour, 
that wealth is absolutely lost, and ‘it would have been better had it 
never been created. In addition then to this? it is’ proved Beye 
dispute that four-fifths of the crime of the country is ‘produced’ by 
‘spirit-drinking, so that all the expense of the machinery for its repres- 
sion or punishment is a loss to the nation; and when, to the expense 
of jails, prisons, hulks, ‘soldiers, and police, . is added, hospitals 
asylums, workhouses, &c., the cost of these is moderately estimated 
at 20 millions more. Then comes the loss of time and productive 
labour to the country—the destruction of property by séa: and’ land 
sand the many other sources of loss enumerated in the Report—all 
of which go-to swell the general amount. Sacer eae ae 
- The remedies proposed by the Committee are said to be so “ out- 
rageous,” that it is conceived we must have been “‘ mad” or “ drank,” 
to have even thought of them. It is, undoubtedly, easier to apply 
epithets than to'controvert reasons; but it is not uncharitable to hope 
that ‘the writers who used these terms, are more Sens to sober reflec, 
tion now than when they first uttered them. The classification of house: 
into four distinct kinds, would not differ very much from the present ordet 
of things, except that it would be into fewer kinds than now exists, as 
well as béing‘simplef and better defined. : 


1.° Beer-houses, for the Sale of Beer to persons not wishing to re- 
main on the premises. 2. Refreshment-houses, where Provisions as 
‘well as Beer might be had, to be used on the premises. 3. Spirit- 
shops, by which Spirits alone should be supplied. And, 4thly, Hotels, 
Invis, Taverns, and Licensed Victuallers, by whom Bed and Board— 
with Wine, Spirits, Beer, Ale, &c., might’ be all sold, and consumed 
in the house. There would ‘be no violation ‘of rights or invasion of 
property in all this, since every existing house would range itself 
under the class it*preferred, and a few months would settle all the 
distinctions. « The closing them at earlier hours (say 1! at night), and 
all uniformly, except to Travellers, and the closing the. Dram-shops, 
especially, all the Sunday, are- improvements which the most respect- 
able persons in the Trade themselves desire, and would be hailed’b 
thousands as a great blessing; since it is the combination of the monéy 
received on the Saturday night, and the leisure enjoyed 6n that night 
and the Sunday morning, that ‘causes more Drunkenness ‘between 
6 o'clock on Saturday night and 6 o'clock ‘on’ Monday morning, thati 
in-all the rest. of the week put togethers and thousands*of instances 
occur every week, in which the labouter who° has received from 12°to 
20 shillings on the Saturday night, has: not sixpencée left on the Mont 
day morning, while he is unable, from stupér and sickness; to réepaittd 





his labours, though his wife and children ate without food or clothing ! 
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Is it or is it not desirable to alter this state of things ? i 
mot be humanity to the unhappy and deluded blloes ene t. 
extricate them from so much misery? If so, a mere lifting up of the 
hands in idle lamentation will not do. ‘The evil is terrific: the re- 

nedies must be prompt power ul; and it would be just as i 
us to hesitate about a little eparture from the & pha kes hay 
society in’ such an emergency, as it would be for us to abstain from 
assisting to extinguish a fire, lest we should soil our kid gloves, or get 
some specks of dirt upon a new garment, ay . 
But instead of proposing to shut up the Gin-shops al , which 


I believe the Legislature would ‘be as fully justified in. doing as 
are in putting a ship in quarantine, when -£ comes from pip tet 
port, lest ayaa ge haga by the landing of her crew or 
cargo, we Ahrow them open; yet not more than the 
baker, the butcher, and the fishnonger, seek to open ee chens from 
choice, Surely this is no great innovation. Oa the contrary, it is 
only restoring the old state of things. It is comparatively a modern 
practice to see the Gin-shops so boarded up in front that the interior is 
concealed, with doors always ajar to admit the entry and exit of per- 
sons with the greatest and corner stations chosen for more ready 
concealment of the visiters at side. doors where ‘the better order of 
females make their visits. Why is all this? Undoubtedly to soften 
that sense of shame, which under less concealment would shrink from 
the ply of such places at all. Why net, then, let the concealments 
be wit va?“ They only love the darkness, better than the light 
whose deeds are evil,” and therefore it is that we light our streets and 
lanes and allies, well knowing that the eye of the public. is one of the 
most powerful securities for decent behaviour, . This exposure of the 
interior might not prevent the confirmed Drunkard from contiquing his 
visits; but if it prevented those not yet. hardened into. the practice 
from  foing there, and saved. the. rising generation from the vortex, it 
would be quite worthy the experiment, 

As to the payment of wages, we have the evidence of many witnesses 
to prove that. wherever this has been done in the forenoon, between 
breakfast and dinner, it has been attended with: the happiest results, 
as before the temptation of the evening arrives, the wages are spent in 
provisions for the family, and the next week's stock of all that is 
wanted, is provided beforehand, so that the parties instead of being 
a week in arrear by spending the wages on Saturday night in the Gin- 
shap, and borrowing of the pernbeoh te on Monday moruing, are.a week 
in advance, by having all their supplies for the following week laid in 
before their wages for that week are received. 

As to the prohibition. of all meetings of friendly societies and other 

ermanent associations of mutual relief in sickness or need, at public- 
Fain some of the Journals are pleased to say that *‘ this would de- 
dy the whole framework of society.” If that framework be bad the 
sooner. it is destroyed the better: but this was the very argument used 
by the Tories when the rotten boroughs were to be annihi- 
lated, It was then. contended that “‘ the whole framework. of society 
would be broken up. by their extinction,” and yet we have outlived the 


wreck and are ing the. better for it. So it would be if these 
club meetings at; pub! s.were abolished. Nay, if we come to 
VOL. 1.—SESSION OF 1834, 5p 
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that, it i¢ not much to hazard the assertion that supposing all the 
spirits, wine, and beer, in the kingdom to be found some fine mor I 
wholly dried up or absorbed in the earth, “‘ the framework of society,” 
would hold together very well without them. Captain Ross and his 
gallant band did without either for two dreary winters amidst the 
snows: and millions of fine stout athletic men in Asia know nothi 
of any stronger drink than water, and yet they enjoy health, and 
strength, and vigour, and perform all their animal functions better 
than those whose drink is more stimulating. 

But it is said the prevention of such clubs assembling at public- 
houses, (and it is only to their meeting there, and not to their meet 
in private houses or appropriate buildings, that the objection is raised, 
would be “an arbitrary interference with the settled habits and the 
individual rights of the people, which cannot be carried into effect, and 
which could not, and would not be submitted to.” Why then do men 
submit to be cooped up for 40 days on shipboard, within a few yards 
from the shore in quarantine, under a liability to be legally shot if they 
dare attempt to escape? Why, but because the public health and 
safety deserve the first consideration of the State, to which private in- 
terests and private convenience must give way. Let public opinion be 
once satisfied of the advantage of such probibitions and they will be 
cheerfully and patiently submitted to. 

The establishment of Public Walks, Libraries, Museums, &c., 80 
tidiculed by the Times and others, as well as the reduction of the 
duties on tea, coffee, and sugar, so lightly spoken of by others, are 
thought by the Examiner to be the only sensible parts of the Report; 
so that this is a balanced account. But we never proposed to esta- 
blish voluntary Temperance Societies by act of Parliament, nor yet 
wished a system of National Education, merely to teach the poisonous 
nature of ardent spirits. Our remedies were expressly divided into legis+ 
lative and moral. The Temperance Societies came under the latter head ; 
and we wished the education to be made universal, and embrace every 
topic of useful knowledge—the true nature of ardent spirits, and the 
evil consequences of thew habitual use among the others. 


Lastly, our ‘* prospective remedies” are called “ Bedlamite plans, 
which reach the height of absurdity ;” and the prohibition of importing 
spirits from abroad, which was recommended prospectively by some of 
the witnesses, but not by the Report, is deemed so preposterous, that 
‘* it is charitably thought that we must have been drunk when we re 
corded it.” Let us see whether this is altogether so absurd as is sup- 
posed. If an island possessed a cavern, from which might be obtained 
a constant supply of intoxicating and pestilential air, which was capable 
of being barrelled up in puncheons and hogsheads, and the proprietors 
of the cave were to propose to send it to England, as purchase-money, 
with which to pay.our manufacturers; they could, no doubt, assure us 
that such a trade would give employment to our ships for the freight, 
our brokers for the insurance, our pilots, and dock-masters, our 
and waggoners, and wholesale merchants and retail dealers, who 
should sell the air in phials, besides giving constant employment toout 
medical men, by the diseases it generated, and our police by the quarrels 
it fomented. But would the Legislature not be acting wisely in say- 
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ing, We do not want to make our labourers work to produce 
that are to be exchanged for a poisonous air, which can . no py 
any one, but must do more or less of harm to all who inhale it; better 
keep our goods at home, or not produce them at so much toil and 
labour, than thus to exchange them for barrels of mischief.” Now, 
how does the case differ, if, instead of poisonous air from a mephitic 
cavern, it is maddening and intoxicating drink distilled from grain or 
molasses? As far as the power of producing mischief is concerned they are 
about equal: but there is this great difference in the cases, that in the 
poisonous air drawn from the cavern, nothing useful is destroyed to make 
the poison ; but in the lyre gin, and rum, there is animmensedestruc- 
tion of highly nutritious food, converted from a positive blessing into an 
actual curse, and the effect is thus doubled by the abstraction of good 
as well as the production of evil. 2 
But whether others may conceive that what are called our “ stupid 
and childish recommendations” are calculated, as some contend, only 
** to render their authors objects of universal ridicule” or not—there are 
millions of wretched beings now suffering from the evil we are deter- 
mined to do our best to cure ; and thousands of reflecting and benevo- 
lent individuals, whose hearts are touched by these sufferings to feel 
like the Good Samaritan, and turn aside from. the path to assuage these 
sufferings if they can, that have too deep an interest in our labours, to 
permit us to be driven from our purpose either by invective or sarcasm 
—~by denunciation or derision. _We feel that we are right; and with 
the determination which that feeling inspires, we shall proceed in our 
course, not elated by flatteries, nor depressed by scorn, but pursuing 
steadily and. firmly the object of our desire, which is to promote the 
greatest happiness of the greatest number of our fellow-beings; by 
Temoving as much as possible of the ignorance, intemperance, eis 
crime, and misery, which afflicts the land, and substituting knowledge, 
sobriety, health, integrity, and enjoyment, in their stead. To such of 
the Conductors of the Public Press as aid us in those efforts, we shall 
feel grateful ; to those who oppose us, we shall offer only reasoning 
in return; and as we know that our cause is good, we shall await its 
triumph with the serenity of conscious rectitude, and the cheerfulness 
of well-grounded hope. 








Free Trave wits Exctanp anp AmeRtca. : 

Never before, in the history of the world, did any two countries possess; in so 
extraordinary a degree, the 2 Pe of promoting the prosperity of bach other} and 
nevér before in the annals of human folly, was there so melancholy an example 
« of the small portion of wisdom which governs nations,” as that exhibited | y 
England and the United States, in refusing to receive from each other the in- 
‘astimable gifts which an unrestricted commercial intercourse would have brought. 
In this race of wretched absurdity America was outstripped ‘by England, 
tariff rulers of the United States, in ‘checking the importation of manufactured 
goods, have lowered profits, and retarded prosperity; while the borough eligarehy 
o' England, in excluding foreign agricultural produce, have not only plundered 
tlecapitalists, but have brought some portions of the working classes to the verge 
starvation. But in both countries a better system is appraching s+ srenhens 
beneficial. system is.at hand. The southern states of-the American, Union will 
no jonger submit to be plundered by the Tariff; and now that the manu- 
ficturing towns of England are represented in Parliament, they will no longer 
submit to be plundered by the Corn Laws.—Colonel Torrens. oer 
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LORD BROUGHAM’S PROTEST. 





Ir may be remembered that, on motion of Mr Langdale, a. clause (numbered 
xviii.) was inserted in the Poor Laws’ Amendment Bill, providing that no rules 
should be adopted, obliging inmates of workhouses to attend religious service 
contrary to their own principles; it was in the following terms :, ts 

“ That no rules, orders, or regulations of the said commissioners, nor any by- 
laws at present in foree or to be hereafter. made, shall oblige any inmate of an 
workhouse to attend any religious service which may be celebrated in. a.m 
contrary to the religious principles of such inmate, nor shall authorize the educa- 
tion of any child in such workhouse in any religious creed other, than that. pro. 
fessed hy the parents or surviving parent of such child, and to which such. parents 
or parent shall object, or in the case of an orphan, to which the godfather or god- 
mother of such orphan shall so object: provided also, that it shall and may, be 
lawful for any licensed minister of the religious persuasion of any inmate of such 
workhouse, at all times in the day, on the request of such inmate, to visit such 
workhouse for the purpose of affording religious assistance to such inmate, and 
also for the purpose of instructing his child or children in the principles of their 
religion.” . 40 gona 

This clause, with other alterations, was struck out by. the House,of Lords, 
Mr. Langdale, on the return of the bill to the Commons, insisted on its restora- 
tion, and notwithstanding the remarks made by Lord Althorp, it was restored ac. 
cordingly. The Lords still resisted ; a conference ensued, the Commons pers 
sisted, and eventually the Lords desisted, agreeing not to insist upon their 
amendment for the rejection of the clause. It was of course retained; but there- 
upon the Lord Chancellor placed.on the Journals the following : 


“ PROTEST 
“* AGAINST NOT INSISTING ON THE AMENDMENT TO THE POOR LAWS’ AMENDr 
MENT BILL TO WHICH THE COMMONS HAVE DISAGREED. 

“ Dissentient,— hi 
“1. Because there can be no necessity for a provision against such extreme 
folly and such unjustifiable oppression as the compelling paupers to attend ‘the 
service of a church which they dissent from, and preventing the resort to them of 
their own pastors ; and at all events there seems just the same reason for prohi- 
biting other kinds of oppression, such as denying access to the pauper’s relatives 
or lay spiritual advisers on his death-bed ; and yet no provision of this sort bas 

beén judged necessary. a 
“The whole clause is founded upon distrust of the commissioners whom it 
supposes capable, if not prohibited, of framing rules in a spirit of persecution un- 
known at the present time, and whom it presumes unwilling to secure by fit, re- 
gulations the access of spiritual instructors to members of the Established Church 

as well as Dissenters. ‘aden 300 
“ This distrust of the commissioners upon such a matter is wholly.at yariance 
with all those provisions of the bill which clothe them with the largest discre- 
tionary powers, and if they are to be the objects of suspicion in this respect, itis 


impossible safely to grant them any authority in any matter whatever requiting 
the exercise.of a sound discretion. 


¥ fia FO 


“ But it is further to be observed that the clause, far from accomplishing . its 
own manifest purpose, is so contrived as to defeat it; for the access of licensed 
ministers alone is directed, and it is not known that there are any persons, either 

















ane weomPe® g@eSe zon 


a &. ams Ch eee 


















celal ai 7 i a past 








PROTESTS. 1289 


of the Established Church or among the Dissenters, excepting one class—namely, 
licensed curates and lecturers, who answer this description. The rectors and 
vicars and perpetual curates of the Established Church, the Catholic priests, and 
all the ministers of the various sects of Protestant Dissenters, as well as all the 
teachers of the Methodists, are thus left out of the right of access given by the 
clause. But if their omission should be considered as ifitimating the intention 
of the Legislature to exclude ‘them, then’ it would’ follow that ‘neither Roman 
Catholics nor Protestant Dissenters of any class, nor Methodists of any de- 
scription, could receive any spiritual aid from their own pastors, while even 
members of the Established Church could only receive the spiritual assistance of 
licensed curates or lecturers. “It isindeed to be hoped that sucha construction 
will be avoided if possible ; but it can only be escaped by the assistance’ of the 
commissioners, who, were they in the least degree actuated by the spirit against 
which the clause was intended to provide, would inevitably act upon the plain 
and literal meaning of its words, and shelter themselves behind these words 
against all blame, for excluding almost all religious consolation from workhouses. 
Sothat the only defence which is afforded to the _ for whose protection the 
clause was framed, against being persecuted by of that clause itself, must 
be found in’ the firmness and discretion of the commissioners being exerted to 
Mitigate its ie by construction—that is to say, the clause would defeat itself, 
and oppress the objects of its favour, but for those commissioners, the distrust of 
whom ‘was the only motive: forintroducing it. sa sie 
_“ Teis further to be remarked, that ifthe claase has any effect ‘at all from such 
a literal construction being adopted, it empowers the inniatés of workhouses,’ at 
their own request, to have whatever persons may be deemed licensed ministers of 
theit own ‘persuasion admitted ‘to them at all hotits of every day/in the week—a 
degree of liberty extremely liable to abuse, and wholly subversive of all the dis~ 
Cipline necessary to'such establishments,” °° 7s ; aT 
‘@'LastlyIt appears’ eminently indiscreet to mix up with the’ présent measure 
ry questicns leading to the excitement of religious controversy, and’ almost obtig- 
ing the comiissioners to take part in such contentions, ee ere 
“August 13. sri S honals orl? to uo: BROUGHAM, C- ” 


It was agreed at the sitting of the house on Wednesday, that leave be given to 
Lords to enter protests, and to sign the same, before the rising of the house on the 
succeeding Friday. This protest was directed to be entered accordingly; but 
though leave was given to Lords til! Friday, also to'sign the said protest, no'other 
Lord besides the Lord ‘Chancellor ‘has signed it:' ‘That it was ‘known that there 
was the opportunity of signing it is clear from the fact being: recorded in 
Wednesday’s minutes, and which minutes were on their Lordships’ table, and in - 
every Lord’s possession: during Thursday and Friday. . Still no other Peer has 
signed the protest !— Times. - mot joseaib hae font Ma oiled 





PROTEST AGAINST THE PASSING OF THE POOR LAWS’ AMEND- 
i eee ce MENT BILLe $0060 «2 savclo sory wih 
“ Dissentient,— 


hae 4 


et’ Because this bill is unjust and cruel’ to the ‘pot. “It iniprisons ‘in’ work- 
hidtiges, for not working, those who cannot procure employment, and others for 
not maintaining their families who cannot, by the hardest labour, obtain wages 


‘sufficient to provide necessaries ‘for their’ wives and children, al gh the want 
of employment and thé low rate of wages have been occasioned by | impoliey 
‘and négligence of the Government. 5 ISON 7 


46 §) Because the present rate of wages, insufficient as it is, cannot be sustained, 
or sale ment found for the poor, or their condition materially improved, with- 
“Pubhielorating te condition of the Trish poot 9 0 

boaea. Bodie we think that no necessity oF sufficient expediency has been eéta- 
fished’ to justify the withdrawing'of the power of executing the poor laws from 
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the local authorities, and transferring them to a Board so constituted as proposed 
by the bill, and possessing the arbitrary powers conferred on three Commissionets 
appointed, and removable, by the Crown. S 

“4, Because we think the system suggested in the bill, of consolidating im- 
mensely extensive unions of parishes, and establishing workhouses nece ‘ot 
great distances from many parishes, and thereby dividing families, and removing 
children from their parents, merely because they are poor, will be found Jnstly 
abhorrent to the best feelings of the general population of the country; 
especially, inasmuch as it introduces the children of the agricultural poor to town 
poor-houses, it will conduce greatly to the contamination of their moral principles, 
and be calculated to prevent their obtaining in youth those habits of industry 
most likely to be bendhicial to them in after life. 

“5. Because the alteration of the Law of Settlement is calculated ‘to operate 
unjustly, and to lead to still more extensive removals and more intricate lawsuits 
than the law as at present existing. 

“6. Because the alterations made in the bastardy laws are inconsistent with 
the principles of Christianity on which the Parliament of the united empire has 
always professed to proceed, since, both parents being equally bound b: those 
principles to maintain their offspring, the father, being more able to contribute to 
that maintenance than the mother, ought to pay more largely, whereas by this 
bill he is all but exonerated from any such obligation. 

“7, Because we consider that nearly all, if not all, the evils which may have 
existed in the administration of the present laws might have been correc mf a 
sliort act, securing the due administration of the poor laws under the contrel.of 
the existing magisterial and other local anthorilies. 

“ KENYON. 
“(For the 4th and 6th reasons) H. EXETER, 
“ROMNEY, 
“(For the 4th and 6th reasons) ROLLE. 
“ WYNFORD. 
“MOUNTCASHEL, 
“(For the 1st and 6th reasons) PENSHURST. 
“TEYNHAM.” 





PROTEST AGAINST RETAINING THE FIFTY-FIFTH CLAUSE IN 
THE POOR LAWS' AMENDMENT BILL. 


“ Dissentient,— 


“1. Because the parts of the bill which it was proposed to reject impose the 
charge of maintaining every bastard child on the mother alone, thus layingon 
one of the parents the whole of a burden which by the most obvious dictate of 
natural justice, and the plainest deduction from the law of God, ought to be 
borne equally, or in proportion to their several ability, by both. 

“2. Because the burden thus laid on the mother, in a degree far beyond her 
power to bear, will ordinarily gue and keep her in permanent and absolute de- 
pendence on parish relief; and coupled with another provision which makes any 
man who shall marry such mother liable to the maintenance of her child, can 
hardly fail to encourage the most unbounded licentiousness; foras the woman is thus 
shut out from all prospect of marriage, and as both she and her spurious progeny, 
present and future, be they as numerous as they may, will be all maintained by 
the parish, without further shame, suffering, or inconvenience to herself—as, in 
short, she will be deprived of all the aids to virtue which Providence has mer- 
cifully given in temporal objects of fear and hope, it can hardly be doubted that 
her own incontinence and the absolute impunity held out to every man who éifter 
she has once bome a child may choose to offend with her, will make almost eve 
such woman to become a common prostitute, and every workhouse of whi 
such women are inmates to be a common receptacle of prostitutes, from which 
they will carry on their vicious courses with little or no tual restraint, unless 
the workhouse itself be converted into a gaol, and every woman who bears a 
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bastard child, and is too poor to maintain it without assistance, be consigned to 
lasting imprisonment. 

“3. Because another and more appalling consequence may be expected to 
ensue, in the case of those unhappy women who, after their fall from chastity, 
still retain some perverted feelings of honour, which the provisions of this bill are 
too likely to place in conflict with the best instinct of their nature, tempting them 
to the destruction or the abandonment of the wretched infants, whose lives cannot 
be sustained without subjecting their mothers to so much of lengthened misery 
and degradation. 

“4. Because, while such is the injustice, and such the frightful tendency, of 
the provisions of this bill, as they affect women, its probable effects on men are 
Scarcely less to be deprecated. From men in humble life the bill removes one 
Of the most powerful checks on their licentious appetites which Providence ‘has 
imposed in the cost and burden consequent on the indulgence of them, thus op- 

posing itself to God’s holy institution for the continuance of the species by law- 
ful wedlock. It does more—it directly tends to harden the hearts of men, to 
aggravate their natural selfishness, to pervert and corrupt their moral sensibility, 
to make them deem themselves released by act of Parliament from ena alittle 
first and most obvious duties which the laws of nature—in other words, the Jaws 

Gop, impose—a duty which must endure so long as the relation ot sores and 
¢hild shall subsist—a duty which no man who deserves the name of man has 
ever yet dared to set at nought. 

idee Ge ae ote face of it to bear 59 
unequally on two parties whose moral guilt must be —im posing Als 
burden with exclusive and extreme Arcee on the more helpless, Jeaving .the 
stronger and the abler absolutely untouched (even by Py coer engage age | 
introduced), so Jong as the weaker party is capable of bearing any thing, an 
then interfering, not on the principle of equal justice, but solely to indemnify the 
parish for any excess of charge which the exhaustion of the mother may make it 
impossible to wring from her—because such law cannot carry with it that which 
is. indispensable in all wholesome legislation—the sanction of public opinion ; 
but proeeeding.on the unchristian principle of doing evil that good may come, 
must like every other such attempt fail of the end proposed, with this unhappy 
aggravation of the failure, that it tends to shake the confidence of the people in 
the justice and righteousness of the laws in general, and to impair their respect 
for that Legislature which shall have ventured to enact it. 

“H. EXETER, “ROLLED 
“ PENSHURST. “MOUNTCASHEL’ 
“« Aug.8. “ FALMOUTH. 
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. “‘Teavets raroves Pensta, any Caristiay Researcnes us lapta. 

Two highly interesting little Works—much too cheap for their real walue— 
the one being published at 2s. and the other at 1s. 6d., on the subjects named 
above, have recently appeared from the pen of Mr. Peter Gordan; but being 
published at Islington by Mr. K. J. Ford, instead of in London hy Messrs«-Long- 
man, or Colburn, or Bentley, or Murray, it is very probable that their sale. may be 
Limited, and their fame unknown. To counteract this disadvantage—for it.un- 
doubtedly is a very great one—we embrace the mente of saying that there 
are few persons now living whose life and travels have been move extraondinary 
than,those.of Mr. Peter Gordon, who sailed in the Indian Seas asa mariner-—his 
original profession—then made a most adventurous journey from Ochotzk, in 
Kamschatka, all the to Caleutta—afterwards resided in Southern India, 
where he was most cr oppressed by the Indian authorities, antl has never to 
this hour obtained any redress —and is now residing in London, We can safely 
recommend these two little Works, therefore, as worthy the attention of all-who 
desire to know any thing of the present state of Persia, or of Christianity in India, 
which we trust will be very generally read for the sake of the good cause to which 
they are both devoted—the promotion of the civilization and happiness, of the 
human race. 
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REJOINDER TO THE STRICTURES OF THE’ EXA- 
MINER AND SPECTATOR. 
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Ture Examiner, in a leading article, under the head of ‘ Frivolous 
and vexatious Legislation,” having done its utmost.to bring discredit 
on the Report of the Committee on Drunkenness, and to castridicule 
if not odium on its authors, the. following letter was addressed,;to it 
by the Editor of this Review : S09 


Sin,—Knowing the certain fate of all attempts to improve or amend’ any 
thing existing, I was quite gospared for my full share of abuse and misrépres 
sentation whenever I should make any proposition for changing any thing that,is 
established. From ‘such papers as the John Bull, the dge, the Satirist, n 
others of that class, I expected no quarter, and I have not been disappointed, 
But. I confess that I did not think the Examiner would have dealt 3 ly with: 
me, as I feel that it has done, baron 

_I do not quarrel with the title of your last leading article, ‘nor with yout 
placing an attempt to abate Drunkenness under the same’ head ‘with ‘efforts’ to 
regulate the speed of omnibuses. In your estimation, these may both ‘be’ 
“frivolous and vexatious” interferences with human liberty; but L-believe the’ 
majority of the community will hardly think a subject “ frivolous” that costs the 
country yearly a loss of many millions in money, and many thousands in lives, 
as Drunkenness at present does ; and if restraints in the way of the ashy mr 
in this vice should be deemed “ vexatious,” it will be chiefly by those addicted . 
to it that the vexation will be felt, es : msarsdaied 

But you misrepresent (unintentionally, I would hope), the Report of the Come.; 
mittee, when you say that it contemplated “a prohibition of importation and , 
distillation of Spirits, and discussed the expediency of brewing Beer above.a, . 
certain strength.” Neither of these allegations were true, and all reasoning upon; 
them, therefore, falls to the ground. The Report did nof bear out the repre-: 
sentations of Mr. Hawes, as you have alleged; and the candid examination of, 
the matter, which ought to have been made before such an assertion was hazarded,, , 
would have shown this to the satisfaction of any fair inquirer. aii He 

But you say “the Report contains another manifestation of the Agnew spirit,” 
meaning, no doubt, the recommendation which it contains to close the Gi 
on Sundays, which is only putting them on the footing of hat-shaps. and glove- 
shops, and a hundred others ;—and you add, that “ all other means of zising into. 
importance having failed me, I have been for some time past a candidate forthe ; 
honours of Saintship, sitting at the feet of the spiritual Quixote, and. performing’, « 
the quackeries which are resorted to under such failures, in this age of cant.”, «bs. 

These, Sir, are accusations which I should be. sorry to think you had levelled.’ 
at me, knowing them to be untrue; and yet, with every endeavour to remember © 
any part of my conduct, either in Parliament or out of it, which deserves this ° 
censure, I cannot call to mind any thing that can justify it. Neverhaving bes” 
lieved that I am purer or better than other men, I have never aimed ata seputa- 


5 | 


tion for sanctity, though I have been (I hope as unjustly) supposed to be.w uli 
The great ques) 


destitute of any respect for religion, or religious observances. : 
tions that have engaged my attention ever since I entered public life, either asa. 
writer or a legislator, have been neither “ frivolous” nor “vexatious,” neither 
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* intolerant,” nor ing of “quackery.” They have been these: Abolition 
of the East-India Monopoly—Extinction of West-India Slavery—Aid to the op- 
pressed Poles—Admission of the Dissenters to the Universities— Emancipation 
of the Jews from their civil disabilities—Free Trade in Corn—Ad jjustment of the 
National Debt—Substitution of a Property Tax for all other indirect im 
Abolition of Impressment and Naval and Military ing—Institution of a 
System of National Education—Removal of all Taxes on Knowledge—Short Par. 
liaments—Vote by Ballot, and Extension of the Suffrage—Abolition, of 
Pupishment of Death in all cases+Separation (of the Chuich fiomt ike 
Extinction of Tithes, and placing gyery Religious. Sect.gn a footing of perfect 
equality, each maintaining, woluiltery gift, its own —Justice, instead 
Coercion, for Ireland; anda long catalogue of other subjects on which I have 
written, since the year 1818, and on which I have spoken and voted since I have 
been in Parliament ; and. in none of these do I perceive that evidenceon which 
aig: at notoriety ‘by dishonodrable means, and failing in this, of resorting to 
quackeries and alfesting-Saintship, 10 suit the cant of the We ae 
+ Phe Spectator had given’ a short paragraph couched in. terms so 
contemptuous that it had attracted the attention of all the ole 
Jourhals,.and being short‘and well adapted to’ quotation was repéz 
invalmost every paper of the succeéding week. It A oid Reitiee 
the Committee ‘the Drunken Committee ;” declared that its, Report 
was so rich in absurdity, that it was impossible, to read. a, siz ae pete 
graph without laughing; that. its.political economy was | bly bad; 
and that had even some facetious licensed victualler- purposely intended 
to cast ridicule upon the labours of the Committees he could not have 
done it half so effectually as was accomplished by the y atten 
ology and ludicrous nature’ of the Report. 'To'the’ Speétator ‘the fot- 
lowing was addressed by the Editor of this Review: 
S:n,—When the President of the French Chamber. of Deputies, M..Dupiny: 
was in England a few weeks ago, he. is. said: to have expressed his astonishment 
at the erroneous impression under which he had so long laboured of conceiving 
the English to be a grave nation, and their character semarkable for the earnest’ 
decorum with which they pursued and reeeived all attempts at moral.or intel 
lectual improvement. This was the idea he had been led.to form of ns before: 
he ame among us. But he had not been here many days. before he declared, 


(for Thope you have not done it without evidence) you havé accused me of aime 


that ‘he had never dreamt of the existence of such a laughing, merry, jesting, 
trifling, bantering people as the English, . I remember aoe him durmg.one..of 
the evenings in which he sat under the olen of the English Hense, of Come. 
mons; and when the roars of laughter shook, the walls, lie turned to his friends 
on the'right and the left to inquire what the meaning of the jest was; for, with 
all his knowledge of the English language, he could not discoyer the cause of .the 
merriment: ° But, if he had been longer with ns would have discovered. that... 
the more grave and painful any topic is in itself,‘the more it is likely to excite 
laughter in the House of Commons. ‘I remember bed ecicn of the petition. . 
from “the females of England, signed by 50,000 and upwards of those whose 
sympathy for the'sufferings of the slaves made them step beyond their. ordinary 
s and t their petition to the House for negro Soar: A 
made a subject of-ribald and obscene jest, and dragged along the foor of ti 
House of Commons amidst roars of laughter: and only a night or two sinee, the | 
relation of a case of female frailty being followed by restitution to society, to _ 
showithe cruelty of the bastardy clauses in the Poor Law Bill, was drowned in 
roars.of;:1 hter. ; A : ; : ih 

I can hardly wonder, therefore, at even the Spectator being so infected with 
this most ‘infectious propensity, as to begin with a nickname, so easy to invent, | 
and albus“ the Drunken Committee ;” and then to declare that its is 80. 
« riglvin-absurdity,” that'“it is impossible to read a single paragraph of the docu- 
ment:without laughter.” The melancholy details ‘of disease and erinie, of in- 
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sanity and death, of nakedness and destitution, of fire and shi with all 
their horrors, make some men heavy-hearted at the bare perusal: but there are 


others, it seems, who can find food for laughter even in this ; and enjoy, as an 
excellent joke, the refiection that millions are suffering from a moral 
and that the few disinterested and well-meaning individuals who have d 

their time and labour to the collection of evidence and the suggestion of reme. 
dlies are, after all, only “the Drunken Committee.” ; 


Like M. Dupin, I am not ‘yet clever enough to see the wit of all this, and 
must therefore leave the laughter to those who can fathom the hidden souree of 
the merriment ; and turn for a moment from: the defects of the composition to the 
errors of the political economy of the matter, which is said to be “ superlatively 
bad,” and the remedies, which are said to be “ fantastical and impracticable,” 

The political economy of the Report is simply this: That if in a community of 
one hundred persons who live by labour, and, with the utmost exertions, are 
able to subsist decently and no more (which is the case with the people of’ 
land generally), there should be introduced among them a poison for which ten 
imbibe a passion, and, by drinking it, become idle, dissolute, and criminal, by 
preying on the labour of the ninety sober and industrious persons left, the burden 
of their support must either increase the labour or lessen the enjoyments. of the 
community by one-tenth; and that, therefore, as far as the happiness of the 
greatest number is concerned, it would be far better that the poison should be ex- 
cluded—since it takes away the produce of labour, as payment for it, from the 
common fund—since it leaves no benefit whatever in retum—and since, in addi- 
tion to the idleness which it causes in the ten by whom it is consumed, it'is-the 
parent of many diseases, and almost all the crimes by which the property and 
peace of the community is disturbed. 

It would be sound political economy, therefore, to exclude the poison altogether, 
since it brings only evil into the rae. hern and takes away vaushie commodi- 
ties in payment for it ; but if it cannot be excluded altogether, it is then desirable 
so to strip it of all auxiliary aids and temptations, as to lessen its consumption, 
a a taste for something more wholesome and nutritious, and far less 
costly, 

This is our political economy; and it will bear examination. If, in your 
printing establishment, you had ten drunkards who not only did no good, but 
‘were perpetually occasioning mischief, by assaulting the persons and 
ing the labour and destroying the materials of the other workmen, obliging you 
‘to have a police force to keep them in order, and yet calling on you to 
them in idleness, and maintain their wives and children in an almshouse, you 
would find it would be good political economy to get rid of the drunkards or keep 
the gin out of your printing-office. And as, in this science, what is true upon 
the smallest scale must be equally so upon the largest, it would be just towards 
the sober part of the community, and merciful towards the drunkards themselves, 
to exclude them from all participation in the general fund produced by indus- 
— sobriety, and to put the poisonons source of their infatuation beyond their 
reach. 

As to the practicability of the remedies proposed by us, there is not one that is 
not as capable of being enforced as that of compelling every ship from an in- 
fected port to ride quarantine ; every newspaper to send a copy of its sheet ‘to 
the Stamp-Office; every seller of snuff to take out a licence ; every keeper of 
mg horses to procure his daily ticket ; and every driver of a cab to put a num- 

r on his vehicle and attend when summoned at the Hackney-Coach Office. 
All these are restrictions on freedom of action, and all offensive enough, no doubt, 
to those to whom they. apply; but they are all practicable; and so is every one 
of the remedies or restraints proposed by us, iF the Legislature and the people 


had only courage and virtue enough to attempt them. 6 

But as “laughter” is more easy than thought, and “ridicule” more current 
than reasoning, we must wait till our “drunken” eritics shall deal ‘more 
“soberly” with the labours of the Committee ; and we have no fears but that in 
time the country will do us justice, 


The Spectator remarks on this, first, that Mr. Buckingham is fond 
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of scribbling and figuring at fall length in print ;” an imputation 
will lie with equal justice against the Editor of the ‘qsteteny = 
any other Public Journal, profession it is to write and print his 
observations for general perusal. But we may say this, that duting 
eleven years of no ordinary exposure to misrepresentation and attack, 
we do not remember once to have addressed a letter to any Publie 
Journal, except in refutation of some misrepresentation, or i 
of some misconception, that it was important to have remo While 
we were left unassailed we never thought of taking up arms; but if 
men are so “fond of scribbling” as to hold us up either to ridicule or 
censure, it is a symptom of a true English spirit not to shrink from the 
contest, but to meet our assailants with their own weapons, and ¢on- 
clude what they were the first to begin. A reply made in our pages 
to a misrepresentation in the pages of another, cannot be so effective 
as having the antidote presented through the very channel that con- 
veyed the bane; and therefore in every instance of self-defence we 
resort to the arena first chosen by the assailant; though, if he refuse 
to give us entry there, it is no doubt an advantage to have another to 
fall back upon as a last resort. There is a paragraph or two, however, 
in the Spectator’s comments, which we extract for the sake of 
showing how easily they may be refuted. It says: 
“Mr. Buckingham strangely imagines, that because we would exclude drunkards 
and gin from our printing-office, therefore we must admit the policy of legislative 
ce on the vast scale he proposes, This very illustration saloy ay, ec 
goes to prove that there is no occasion for Parliament to make laws for the pre 
vention of drunkenness. The regulations of society give every man the power te 
es far more effectual check upon the growth of the vice. We need no act of 
liament to enable us to employ sober and dismiss drunken printers; and the 
persons employing workmen in all other pursuits have the same power.” 

Now, every person who employs men may dismiss from their -em~ 
ployment swindlers and thieves; but still this is not thought to bea 
“far more effectual check upon the growth of the vices” practised by 
these men, than legislative enactments ; and therefore we have a — 
to prevent men from thieving, and prisons to punish them in if they 
commit the crime. In a religious point of view, the drunkard is ‘as 
guilty as the thief, and in a social and political point of view he is 
absolutely worse; for he is, as a mere drunkard, a robber of the 
community by preying on its wealth, and he is, in nine cases out of 
ten, ripe for every other crime besides, That we should have legal 
checks, therefore, to prevent one man stealing from another a pocket- 
handkerchief worth half-a-crown, and our cities lighted at an immerse 
expense to aid the prevention as well as detection of the most petty 
larcenies that can be named; and that we should yet pretend to say 
that. no such laws, restraints, or checks are necessary to prevent the vice 
of Drunkenness, which is the parent or auxiliary of all the more aggra- 
wated crimes, is @ of blindness or crookedness of vision only to 
be accounted for by the thick <mists of ignorance and prejudice: i.. 
which those who so reason appear t> be steeped on this subject. 
Again : the Spectator says : 

“ But Mr. Buckingham in effect says, let us compel men to be sober for their 

+ this.can be efiected by forbidding the distillation and importation of fer- 

* mented liquors, and a variety of other fiscal and police regulations recommended 
in the Report. Mr. Buckingham has no excuse for supposing any thing of the 
sort. He has travelled in the East: he knows that the severest laws cannot pre- 
went the use of opium and tobacco, which serve the eastera nations in the f se 
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of spirits. Both drags, when used in excess, are quite as injurious as gin. 
Legislative interference, therefore, that does not put a stop'to the use of opium, 
tobaceo, and other stimulants, as well as gin, does nothing at all.” fag ete as 
“During our travels in the East, we never heard of those, severe laws 
which prohibit the use of opiym and tobacco; against neither of 
which are there any laws throughout the whole of the Mohammedan 
world. The Koran of Mohammed forbids the use of wine and strong 
drinks, and the Gospel of Christ enjoins temperance, and denounces 
the drunkard as one who shall not mbherit the kingdom of God. Bat 
there is this painful contrast: The Mohaminedans observe, the in- 
junctions of their prophet to so scrupulous an extent, that no respect- 
able man in all Turkey or Arabia would permit either wine ‘or spirits 
to be seen within his dwelling: the Christians, having less reverence 
for the injunctions of their prophet use both, not temperately, but to, 
excess. In all our travels in the East, among many millions of men, 
we do not remember to have seen ten persons intoxicated in the course 
of ten years, coffee being their strongest drink. But we had not been 
in England ten days before we had seen at least a hundred in that con- 
dition. Among these millions in the East we never met with twenty’ 
that used opium; nor was there, to our knowledge, in any of’ the. 
immensely populous cities which we visited—including Cairo, Alex-' 
andria, Jerusalem, Damascus, Aleppo, Smyrna, Orfah, Mosul; Bagdad, 
Bussorah, and Ispahan—all larger than any city in England, excepting” 
only London—any public place to which even men could repair ’to’ 
take spirits, wine, or opium ; as a drunkatd, whose intoxication might’ 
be produced by either, would be shunned and avoided‘as‘an Géteast 5° 
while the degradation of ‘women and children reeling out ofa gin’ nop 
in a state of beastly intoxication, is a degree of depravity of which the 
Jowest Mohammedan would be utterly unable to, form ‘any conception’ 
Tobacco is undoubtedly very freely used by all classes, and there ‘is ‘ho’ 
law to prevent it, as it is not found to produce either disease, “or pau- 
perism, or crime ; nor does it abstract’ much from either thé thoney or 
the:time of those who smoke, as all the artisans continue theif labotir 
while using it. To say, therefore, that ‘* both drugs, namely, opium | 
and tobacco, when used im excess, ate quite as injurious ‘as gin,” is to” 
use an exaggeration of which we should be’ very sorry to have been’ 
guilty; though this has been done by the sober Spectator, ‘who sées 
nothing but exaggeration: and folly in our drunken Réeport—sach‘is 
the obliquity of a critic’s vision! Lastly, the Spectator says?) °"'°°"* 
“ The most efficient cause of the drunkenness of the lower classes, is misery, 
Generally speaking, prosperous men are not intemperate? the hdlf-etarved: and: 
destitute take to gin-drinking in excess... The only rational method, of preventing: 
drunkepness, is to improve the condition of the. Jower classes+—-to. supply, them; 
with food in return for their labour, and to instruct. them, : By_ instruction, we. 
do not mean information as to the ‘evil consequences of intemperance; every. 
drunkard is feelingly alive to them already, and ‘we question whether there is a 
child ten years old among the labouring classes who ‘needs information’ div that ‘ 
point. But it would be well to strive, by raising their’ notions ‘of comfort and’ 
respectability, and by affording them: rational entertainment for leisute hauts} t0° 
effect an improvement in the morals of the poar,; ‘Toa certain extent, ‘the-dis~! 


semination of the evidence giyen before the Committee may. be useful,; it may. 
contain striking facts free from exaggeration. Our ‘remarks.do not 


asi . ppply ta.see 
evidetice, which*we have not seen, any’ more ‘than to ‘the ‘oary‘aeoeall s 
for the promotion of temperance, which’ neithet seek ‘not! tequire ‘legistative pa>' 


tronage. It is to the Drunken Report merely: that-our strictares are ‘confined ; it 
comraunicates no real information, or none that it required the machinery of a 























a i 




















































THE EXAMINER AMD SPECTATOR, 1297 


Committee of, Parliament to brin ether; it.is, full: of e 8 
and is not. free of, nH it fem —- nay bt eae 
Englishmen is asserted ;, the, fact.being, as may be ascertained at any, life assure 
ance-offce, that human life in England has been very much extended in duration 
duting the last half-century.” 0 
To all this our.answer will be very brief. If misery be the.cause of 
drunkenness in the lower classes, where do they procure the: money. to 
spend in drink? Drunkenness is the cause of their misery, not. its 
effect. Artisans who receive. the highest: wages, are more. frequently 
drunkards than those. who receive the lowest: the practice of s 
artisans being to earn in the three last days of the week from 20 to 3 
shillings, and spend the three first days in the, public-house; and it is 
in, evidence. that sober men who receive 6 and 7 shillings a week 
are better off for food.and clothing, and have their houses more neatly 
furnished and provided, and their children better clad, than men of : 
drinking -babits who. receive 30 and 40 shillings a week, when they, a 
work their full time, or 15 or 20 shillings when they, work. only threa, 
days in the week. Low. wages, or misery, is. therefore not. the cause of 
drunken habits: indeed. it would be impossible that this. should. be 
the, case to any extent, unless it were supposed. that. the. spirits for 
intoxication were obtained without, money, which is not to be credited, 
_As.to: the, moral. remedies. of bettering the education of the poor, 
and providing, them cheap and rational amusements, that is a main 
feature of the plans, recommended in the Report. If it contains. no 
information. but) that. which every child of ten years old among the 
labouring classes knows already, it was certainly not worth. the ap- 
pointment of a Committee to bring it out, But when we aya 
all-wise oracles of the Press—the professed instructors of the people— 
80, grossly iignerans as to assert that it is chiefly the half-st and 
destitute who take to gin-drinking, and mistake the effect fon thé 
cause ; when we hear them declaring that “ excess in tobacco is quite 
as,injurious as.excess, in gin,”, we think that, though the: ehildreo of 
ten years old do not need enlightenment, the London Editors do;:and, 
if for their sakes only, it is well that the Report has been printed,! as: 
by-and-by they will probably understand it, and. then they. will look 
back with astonishment at their present folly. yggnxe af 9 
The last observation we shall make is on that-part of the Spectator's 
comment which says that the Report contains a “falsehood” when it 
asserts the decreasing longevity of Englishmen. : This is another 
instance of the careless reading or studied perversion of the Report. ' 
The: passage does not assert the decreased: longevity of: nen itr ' 
general; aswe know well that the improved habits of the higher and te 
middle classes of society, which is admitted ih the Report itself, ‘has’ fe 
gtéatly incredsed longevity with them; but the words of the Report. ve 
afé, “The dintinution of the physical power, and longevity of a woe bi 
ortion of the British population,” meaning, of course, those addict 
to drukennness only, the effect of which, in shortening the usual period | 
of life, isctestified toby every onevof' the medical witnesses‘examined A | 
before the Committee,’and they include men of the greatest eminence, a 
and ‘the smiostexcensive’ expetience, in all parts of the county... 
“Phe sttictures of all the other newspapers. that we have seen might 
be, just, as easily. disposed.of ; but. we. have. said, enough to show the 
ignorance of our opponents, and time will make:chis more and more: 
apparent. 
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NOTICES OF MOTIONS, WHICH NOW STAND IN THE ORDER 
BOOK OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS FOR THE NEXT SESSION. 


1. Acheson (Lord Viscount), That it is expedient to equalize the Grant now 
made to the various classes of Presbyterian Clergymen in Ireland, under the name 
of Regium Donum. ' 


2. Attorney-General (Mr.), Bill to abolish Imprisonment for Debt, except in 
eases of fraud ; and for amending the Law of Debtor and Creditor, ce 

8. Attorney-General (Mr.), Bill for rendering uniform and regulating the exe- 
eution of all Wills of Real and Personal Property. Fein 

4. Attorney-General (Mr.), Bill to facilitate the enfranchisement of Copy 


holds, and gradually to bring all Land in England and Wales to the tenure of 
free and common soccage. 


5. Agnew (Sir Andrew), Bill or Bills to extend.to all classes of His Majesty’s 
subjects the privilege of protection in the due Observance of the Lord's Day. 

6. Agnew (Sir Andrew), Bill or Bills to explain and amend the Laws relating 
to the Observance of the Sabbath Day in Scotland. 

7. Bish (Mr.), Address to His Majesty, that he will be graciously pleased to 
hold his Court and Parliament occasionally in that part of the United Kingdom 
called Ireland. 

8. Blamire (Mr.), Bill to provide for and settle any doubts that may be enter. 
tained respecting the identity or boundaries of lands of different tenures, inter- 
mixed or adjoining together. 

9. Brotherton (Mr.), Bill to empower the Commissioners of His Majesty’s 
oma to permit the warehousing of Goods under Bond in towns which are not 

orts. 

10. Browne (Mr. Dominick), Select Committee to inquire into the practi« 
cability and public advantage of making a navigable inland communication be« 
tween Galway and Castlebar, through lakes Corrib, Mask and Carra; between 
Westport and Castlebar, through lake Rahins ; and between Ballina and Castle- 
bar, through lakes Conn and Cullin. 


11. Buckingham (Mr.), Bill to prevent the unchristian and barbarous practice 
of Duelling. 

12. Buckingham (Mr.), Bill to repeal so much of the Act 54 Geo. 3, com- 
monly called “ The Copyright Act,” as enjoins the delivery of eleven Copies of 
every Book and Volume for the eleven Public Libraries therein mentioned, ex- 
cepting only one Copy to the British Museum. 

13. Buckingham (Mr.), Select Committee, to inquire into the practicabili of 
devising some plan by which an adequate supply of able Seamen may be best 
provided for the service of His Majesty’s Navy, without recourse to forcible Im- 
pressment ; and by which the punishment of Flogging may be superseded by 
some less revolting mode of maintaining the discipline of His Majesty’s Fleet... 

14. Buckingham (Mr.), Copies of any Orders issued by Military Authorities 
im Ireland, since the year 1829, forbidding the formation of Temperance Societies 
in regiments, or dissolving them when formed. 


15. Buckingham (Mr), Bill to consolidate and amend the Laws agains 
Drunkenness, with a view to the suppression of that chief source of the erime and 
pauperism of the Country. 

16, Codrington (Sir Edward), Return of all Naval Officers, of whatever rank, 
who have been deprived of their Half-pay without their consent, or the investiga- 
tion of a Court Martial, from the year 1790 up to the present period ; with the 

je of any person whose Half- 


alleged reasons for such deprivation ;—Also, 
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pay has been restored to them subsequently to such deprivation, with the alleged 


yeasons for such restoration. 
17. Crawford (Mr.), To take into consideration the Report of the Select Come 
mittee appointed to inquire into the subject of the Tea Duties, 
18. Divett (Mr.), Bill for the total repeal of the Usury Laws. 
19. —_ Gt Resolutions for the extinction of Church Rates throughout 
an es. 


20. Dobbin (Mr.}, Bill to establish a General Circuit Quarter Sessions of the 
Syeres tn athens. so sate. See. places viene the pega ym be holden in each 
unty, and also the period of their commencem number of 
quisite for each etd saiai . ance 
.21, Dobbin (Mr.), Bill to enable joint Tenants in Boroughs in}ireland, where 
the rent exceeds twenty pounds, to register their Votes, and vote for a Member 
of Parliament for their respective Boroughs. 


22. Dobbin (Mr.), Bill for the better regulation and payment of Coroners in 


» 23, Duncombe (Mr. Thomas), On the usual Sessional Order respecting the 
interference of Peers, Prelates, or Lord Lieutenants in Elections of 
sentatives of the People being read, to call the attention of the House to a more 
direct prohibition of such interference. 

24. Dugdale (Mr.), To move a Resolution, That the Duti Foreign Rib- 
bons be ithienoade » : : eee 

25. Evans (Colonel), Repeal of the Window Tax. 

ae Ewart (Mr.), That the House do rise at or before twelve o'clock every 
nig 


27. Ewart (Mr.), Select Committee, to inquire into the state of the Royal Aca- 
demy ; into its influence on the Arts; and into the propriety of enlarging, or 
otherwise altering, its existing constitution. 

28. Ewart (Mr.) That an humble Address be presented to his Majesty, pray- 
ing that His Majesty will be pleased to take into His Royal consideration 
propriety of exercising the undoubted Prerogative of the Crown, by the appointe 
ment of Peers for life, with a view to promote the harmony between the di t 
branches of the Legislature, and the general welfare of the Country, 

29. Ewart (Mr.), Bill to give Prisoners a full defence by Counsel and 
Attorney. 

30. Ewart (Mr.), Equalization of Duties on East India Produce with Duties 
op articles the produce of our other Possessions. * 

31. Ewart (Mr.), Bill to abolish Capital Punishment in cases of Letter Steale 
ing and in cases of Sacrilege. 4 

32. Ewart (Mr.), Select Committee, to inquire into the constitution and effects 

uced by the Royal Academy :—Also, to consider the means of extending a 
nowledge of the Arts among the people, and especially among the manufacturing 
population of the Country. s. 

33. Fancourt (Major), Entire and immediate abolition of Military Flogging. 

34. Forster (Mr.), Select Committee on Friendly Societies. 

35. Grote (Mr-), Bill, providing that the votes at all future Elections for Mem- 
bers of Parliament be taken by way of Ballot. 

36. Guest (Mr.), To move, the appointment of a Committee, to which shall be 
referred the Table of Fees payable to the Officers and Servants of this House, for 
the purpose of revising, altering, and amending the same. — 

97: Guest (Mr.), Upon renewing the Sessional Orders in the next Session of 

i , to move the following Kesolutions : ; 
. That no Officer or Servant of this house be permitted to demand or receive 
wig Gravey; Present, ov. Fee, other than such as prescribed by the table of Fees. 

9. ‘That no Officer of this House bé permitted to dispose, for his own benefit, 
of any Papers printed at the public expense. da 

3. That the Order of the 22d of November, 1803, which directs that the Acts 
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Parliament be delivered to the Messengers ut 
ane rot be ental, and that pg ng eye Acts be — fro 





the. Vote Office only. 
4. That all Papers. pri inted for the use of the Members of this 
livered at their fess residences in. town, or in the country "bf po, fe 


pense. 
38. Hardy (Mr.), Bill to consolidate and'amend the Daws relatinig to 
and to any (i at Elections of Members to serve in Parliament, ie 

39. Hodges (Mr. Law), Motionrclating to the Poor of Ireland; with the’ Yew 
of adopting some mode for their relief, 

40. Halcomb (Mr.) Bill for the better tegulation. and “improvement hs “the 
British Channel Fisheries, “— 
“41, Halcomb (Mr.), Select Committee on the Petition of Mr, Cates B a " 
late a Clerk in the Navy Pay Office. ' 





‘42. Halcomb (ie. To move, That all Bills, both p public and. pr vat, 
shall have passed through any or,all their hy in this House and not 
tay, by leave of this House, be resumed in the, bext Session of, ol 
ment, without passing through any. of its stages in this. House a 
fortnight’s notice being given of asking such leave of this House. 

43. Hume (Mr.), Motion for building a new House of Commons. “ 

*» 44. Home (Mr.), Select Committee, to collect. the, several: Rules. ‘and ¢ 
of the House of Commons for conducting the Public a Private ete Poon 4 
House, and bringing them into a manual or form, that 

tules and forms of the House, for the regulation of the business of inte ee 

45. Hume (Mr.), Bill to into ago the gecommendatinns a . Select 
Committee of this Session for reducing the Expenses at Elections | embers 
to serve in Parliament, and for establishing an uniform and economical rate of ex- 
pense for the same in the United Kingdom... » 

46. Hume (Mr.), Bill to carry into effect the. recommendation of. the, Select 
Committee of this Session for consolidating: the Public, General. Lighthouses. in 
the United Kingdom, and for reducing the Light Charges on: the Shipping of the 
Country. 

47. Hume (Mr.), Select Committee, to inquire into; the nature and semua 
the several Sinecure Offices, and of Compensations gran Gepnterl on abalition of offices ; 
the authority by which granted ; and how far each of hem hould be continued, 
modified, or abolished, 

48. Ingilby (Sir William), Bill for the repeal of the Malt Tax. . 

49, Kennedy (Mr.), Bill to give to Courts of General Quarter Sessions’ of 
Comviies in England and Wales the power of trying civil cases to the amount 
of 20/ 

50. Lyall (Mr.), Select Committee, to inquire into. the effects uced upon 
our Trade, Navigation, and Colonies, by acral ey which aang so made, 
within the last fourteen years, in the Acts of the 12th.and 13th of Charles IL, 
Commonly called the Navigation Acts; and. to. consider whether. the objects 
contemplated in the’ framing of those Acts, might not be more effectually pro- 
moted and secured by some further modification of them, in’reference to the ex- 
isting commercial interests and relations of this and other Countries ; and also to 
take into consideration how far it may be practicable and expedient'to adopt any 
and what measures, to énable the Shippitig of this Country to’ enter into com- 
petition upon mote equal terms with the Shipping ‘ofother ) audi. ed 
._ 61, Lynch (Mr.), Committee,’ to <cab aay for the better employment 
of. the jebouring Poor in Ireland, the powers’ of theComimissionets of the present 
Board of Public Works in that Countty ought riot’ to be enlarged y-and whether 
je Rather Fesion ree) ‘Loins may ‘be made by ‘such: Commissioners: < 
vatied ; and what 0 Laney at ot oe 
Waste lands of Trelatd. * reiverey Bag erodlo nf 

52. Mackenzie (Mr. Stewart), Select Committee, to in settle “into” the 
state of the Education of the people in Scotland, and of the 
mote and extend the same. 
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- #1, Rigpon.(Mr:), Bill totake away from the Archbishops and Bishops of the 





Bstablished Church, heir legistative on judicial functioning 
Parliament, with a view to increase their usefulness by constant r ence intheis 
respective dioceses. - fee 

72. Robinson'(Mr.); Motion for an inquiry into the Taxation of the Couey: 

73: Roebuck (Mr.), Bill to repeat’ an Act passed during the Eero Session, 
giving powers to the Lower Canada‘ Land Company. 

74. Roteh (Mr.), Bill to repeal the Law of Forfeiture. 

F Y5. Ruthven (Mr.),, That Petitions shall not be received during the. yoo 
after the hour of twelve o’clock at night. 

76. Ruthven (Mr.), To Move, That the Repeal-of the Duties upomClover 
and Trefoil Seeds, as well-as upén Grass Seeds of all sorts, would be a material 
relief, and of essential service to the cultivators and occupiers of land in general. 
ae Shaw (Mr. Fredetick}, “Bill for the better observance of the Lord's Day ia 

nd 

7B. Slaney (Mr.), Bill to carry into effect the recommendation, of the Gonis 
mittee for securing open spaces as public walks in the vicinity of large towns. 

79. Steuart (Mr, Robert), Bill to establish an uniform system of Registration 
of Births, Marriages, and Deaths, in Scotland. 

80. Talbot (Mr. James), Bill for rebuilding the Bridge at Athlone. 

81. Tooke (Mr.), Address to His Majesty, beseeching him to grant his Royal 
Charter cf Incorporation to the University ef London in the terms heretofore ap- 
proved by the then law Officers of the Crown, and containing no other restric« 
tion than against conferring Degrees in Divinity. 

82. Vernon (Mr.), Bill for better regulating the Sale of Corn. 

83. Verner (Colonel), Bill to empower the Foreman, or any other member of 
Grand Juries in Ireland, being a Magistrate, to administer Oaths to Witnesses on 
Bills of Indictment. 

84.. Vincent (Sir Francis), Address to His Majesty for a Copy of the Minutes 
of the Court of Inquiryon Lieutenant Colonel Home. 

85. Vivian (Sir Richard), Bill to establish a Local Court of Judicature for 
the better protection of the Mining interests in the county of Cornwall. 

86, Wallace(Mr. Robert), Select Committee, to inquire into the nature and 
extent of the powers and duties exercised by and incumbent on the Law Fung. 
tionaries of Scotland. 

87. Wallace (Mr. Robert), Bills for improving the practice in the: Supre 
—— it ggg Courts ; also, the present system of conveying Heritable Ecowt 
in Scotla 


88. Warburton (Mr.), Select Committee, to inquire: into. the.. conduct of 
Coroners in closing their Courts, 

89. Ward (Mr.), On Reading the Sessional Orders; to -bring under the-consi- 
deration of the House the question of giving publicity to Lists of the Divisions. 

90. Ward (Mr.), To call the attention of the House to the state of the. Pros 
testant Establishment in Ireland, and to the necessity of so remodelling it, upon 
the death of the present Incumbents, as to afford permanent and pubstantal relief 
tothe Roman Catholic population. 

91. Whalley (Sir Samuel), Bill for the Abolition of the Hereditary Peerage, 

92. Whalley (Sir Samuel), Return of. the First and Second... Readings; Com- 
mittals, and Third, Reading of each, Bill in.1833,.and., 1834,,and.,the respective 
Divisions on every stage (except in Committees), and aneee rae ecanaeaeedl 
of their progress in the House of Lords... , eT 103 

‘Di Walliams, (Colonel), ‘To, .move,. that an humble, ‘Address be presen ted. to 

nan [Anne His Majesty to signify his. ure, to she. Vecmvsitonat 
Oxford and Cambridge. ively, that those,. i ng pi under. the 
Lidiets.cr Letters of James 1616, * by which be. would bere all the 9 
degree in. schooles to subscribe to the. three Articles” of the: 
Articles, ag containing matter for controversy and, dissent .among, sincere 
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Christians of the Church of England, and: others, which ground of dissent ‘was 
ably.and pee eee aes Petition presented to this House on the 6th of 
FKebmary, 1772, and:signed by about 250 nanan Yr opens ae ON 
whom were: Clergymen, and who then demonstrated the reasonableness. of 
dissent and objection, now again sought (in this age of increased intelligence. and 
extended dissent) to be removed, a greit portion of which controversial; matter 
one of the highest clerical authorities-of the Church of England having declared 
his “ wish to be well rid of,” and that the declaration, “Iam bond fide a 

ber of the Church of England,” or any other subscription, or deelaration to. 
—— import, may not be required of “those who take any degrees in 
schooles. , villa 

94. Williams (Colonel), ‘To move these Resolutions : . 

“1. That the Petitiotis on the part of the people, to this House, for ¢h ad, 
ought to be met by the ee of the peace of converting Sean Bad ie 
useless and destructive dtink. o) NORE a3 

2..That from (a time to be fixed) the distillation of ardent Spirit from graif 
should be at once and entirely prohibited in Great Britain and Treland. 

3. That if it can be shown that the morals and happiness of an industrious 
people shall, by such prohibition be promoted ; the cultivators of the soil made 
more prosperous ; the comforts of the labourer augmented ; the productive ine 
dustry of the Country encouraged ; the public expenditure for workhuuses, jails, 
barracks, hulks, court houses, penal ies, and lunatic asylums, greatly -re- 
duced ; and the Revenue diverted, but not impaired ; then all objections to this 
prohibition must vanish. . 

4. That the Government which should, after such evidence, authorize the ma- 
nufacture and traffic of ardent Spirit from grain, would lend its authority tothe 
violation of the first principles of political economy, as the capital, materials, and 
labour employed in this conversion becomes a calculable and total logs in money 
and an incalculable loss in the moral character and qualification for. self-govern- 
ment ina. Nation under the influence of intemperance. 

95. Williams (Colonel), Bill to: repeal.the 12th Geo. 3, c. 11, called the Royal 
Marriage Act, for the purposes of restoring to the members of the Royal, Famil 
their just and natural rights; preventing the recurrence of the svils andinidgal 
and national, consequent upon the violation of those rights; enc ing. th 
family to form alliances with English families; thereby correcting in- 
firmities; excluding the frequent introduction of foreign and sinister inieenith 
which have a tendency to check the ess of improvement, and Jaying a four 
pein he future the affairs ‘of may be directed by a spint. entizely 


96. Wilks (Mr.), Address for a Commission of Inquiry inte the Universities 
of Oxford and Cambridge. . 
97. Wilks (Mr.), Motion for the consideration and redress of the practical 
ces of tant Dissenters. a ee wae 
. Wilks (Mr.), Select Committee, to consider the expedience 
oathe more National Universities in the Metropolis, or other places in Engtan 
99. Wilks (Mr), ae effectually preventing and punishing the dig- 
graceful crime of Prize Fighting. ‘ uit ad 
100. Wood (hr. Geonge William), Bill to permit Students to be ernie 4 
in the Universities of England, and to take. with the. re D 
grees in Divinity) without compulsory subscription to the Thirty.nine 5,0 


01. ¥ Mr. G. F. Select Committee to inquire into the state and, ra 
, cts Of Brit Na casa tnethe Laws and Regulations affecting’ 
me, with a view to the reeommendation of such measures as may appear 


to render justice to the claims of the British: er and mariner, 10 Pye 
page interests tof te pote and’ to: foster a ‘cnceunge ey soils 
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OPINIONS ENTERTAINED 4N-THE COUNTRY ONTHE 
STRICTURES OF THE LONDON JOURNALS? 


We have received, since our last publication, ‘a: great: number of. 
country Papers, very zealously defending the Report of the Committee 
of Inquiry on Drunkenness, against the ‘attacks’ of the “London Press, 
the publication of which would ‘fill a moderate-sized volume. ‘Th ‘this’ 
controversy, indeed, the Country is against. the Town... The London 
Papers generally, and especially the daily ones, are far more, de- 
pendent on the inns, hotels, taverns, and public-houses, for. them 
cireulation, than the Country Papers, which are chiefly..taken.by 
individual subscribers in the county in ‘whieh ot are published ;. and 
consequently, while the Country Papers will be free of all’ apprehen- 
sion when speaking freely on this subject, the London Papers will 
have the fear of ejectment from hotels and tap-rooms before their eyes ; 
and this will go far to account for the difference of .their.tone. in 
treating of Drunkenness and its consequences, °as.-well as of ,the 
remedies prescribed for its abatement or cure. poate ace 


As a specimen of the very different impression made on the minds of 
the Editors in the Country, by the Report which produced. such hos- 
tility among the Editors in Town, we reprint one article only from the 
Dumfries Times, of August 12; though we might follow it up by: 
twenty others quite as strongly in. its favour. The Editor says; 


‘ Our readers will find, in our Parliamentary report, a short diseussien on-the 
propriety of printing the Report of the‘ Committee appointed ‘to’ inquire into the 
extent, causes, and consequences of drunkenness. They will find, inthat report, 
nota little. sarcasm and sneeririg. at the labours of the Committee, and more espe- 
cially at the remedies which the Committee suggest for the removal or modifica- 
tion of a great admitted evil. For the mistepresentations of O’Connell, we can 
discover one excuse, and but.one; his constant. attendance in the House; aad I 
‘Committees, leaves him so little leisure, that-he.is fain not nufrequently to tal 
‘up the first hasty view of a question that-may present itself, or that- may, be.pre- 
‘sented to him by others. © On: the occasion: we have: alluded “to, we. have very 
little doubt he had been “crammed,” as-it is termed, by some secret adyoeate:of 
‘the — ge ~~ igeits ne that the os of such we aus 
ment as the Report, which O'Connell 30° ignorantly: critt mi 
‘affect the interests of bis clients. For the bartonc by the Ghurehuand- Sate 
orator, Mr. George Sinclair, we cannot so teadily discover a reason. © There is 

ing certainly pie me or extent tn Migilatongl aroeam a 
rious, portion. of which, we suspect. tobe the reporting of his own ‘Speeches 
that should prevent him from bestowing one. of a idle Walf-hours, if ne 
in attending the Committee, at least,in glancing over the conclusions: te. whieh it 
had come. -One glance would have been sufficient to convince him of the very 
ridiculous figure that he, or any one arrogating to hiraself a high religious cba- 
‘tactér, ‘must cut, when joiting in the sneers that were levelled against-those con- 
‘clusions, The ‘opposition of Mr: Hawes, and the manifest unfairmessiwith which 
‘he supported ‘it, reqhire’ for ‘their’ bettér interpretation some” kriowledge ofthe 
position in which Mr. Hawes standin fespéct to’ the’ tonstitnendy "that hee- 
presents. Lambeth, for which’ district ‘he’ isd meéiiber, is ‘crowded witirthe 
abitations of the labouritig rarks’to nearly at eqtil degree with St. Giles’s. ‘The 
number of pot-houses* that’ it Contains’ is, ‘ih’ te era rare Pi. 8 
‘lords constitute, in ‘vonsetjnence; nd Mean ‘of the éntire constituency ; and, 
partly by their ‘numerical strength, partly! by their influénee; they inom great 
measure return the members for the district. “This is the key°to the whim-extra- 
vagance of zeal lately displayed by Mr. Tennyson, ‘the other member for‘Lam- 
beth, against the beer-shops, which went to break down the monopoly of the 
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licensed victuallers, and of Mr. Hawes on the t ion, for the 
sion of a popes» which votes their ay taaeeser vale thee me pander haistocue. 
adebaséd public. Ish 


pee pry ate ee y endea- 


; chamedenntancaprne eee ai rng aah ein peas 
ourselves on perusing ee ee aRe 
any: chance! be' the subject of| such misplaced opposition, ger 
without exteption, corect, we shall. not assert ;. a do we say that, ityjnduc” 
pica ate, in all strictly logical ; j, but ‘unquestionably there is much and 
portant truth in the Report wae many of its stiggestions much wisdom, and 

in of thetn the creer gery tae It was to be expected that the imes,. 
which is still more’ dependent on the “ Taproom lords” than either Mr. Hawes or 

Tennyson—for these two gentlemen if turned. out by the worthies: of Lambeth 
Sdealaapetite Benne to» _ ae in  Hagehenn setae. antenrest; tt pour 
: ridicule: rg te ah i mating actually foams at. pad pestilent 
, stompee Mr,. Buckingham jutors te prevent men i ORS: 
; beasts of themselves. 
‘ «We have inserted it” (the. Report, saya the writer) ** in this day’s journal, 
that our readers may not remsin another of the ex extraordinary 
apistt Which intimates sowie puit of the ‘ collective wisdom’ tir country. Th — 
prog ar comprehend at one glance the. atmag piadigy, anaes arey 
} cial, political, and fiscal—which:.it contains, is. more we cap take “upon oar yo 
| selyes_to determine, for they are novel beyond all former daring, complicated 
4 beyond all previous precedent, extensive beyond all grasp of thought'and metory, 



































he had not the docoment before bim, that. it c i OMe era's 
jediam, to another set of men not om within tas 
dy for drunk we should not only classify dur dram-stops, and place: 
them under better regulations of police, but should proceed to‘exhibit all tlie dis- 
Loree peer sees 1 vp ngs pai jeartesionerdennneiinds de the 
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courtesies” “ derived from renee wih his anicle 
oi -fhan ordinarily, vigerous ‘‘ interchange.of convivial mics panenegg 
cam only thus account for the fancy of the. writers. that he, saw the “.cloven foot,” 
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Sy ERE ERE NED snoh a fepadte: : 
The Ezaminer is more minute in its condenmation ; it gives the judgment and 
the reason also. In answer to the statement, that inebriety leads to the extinction 
of the dispositicn to practise any useful art, the Examiner tells us “ to look round 
onal! the bee-hives of Great Britain.” Because many are sober and ‘very few 
drunk, every day of the week, ergo drunkenness is no evil, and its cure is not 
worthy of discussion! Then it.appears that no derangements can happen in our 
Toanufacturing processes from the drunken habits of our workmen because our F 
manufacturers are superior to those of other nations. This only shows that:our 
sober workmen are more capable of mending, than our drunken workmen are of 
marring- We are then told that the navy, “ with its grog, won Trafalgar!” 
Mercy on us! can this be the critical Examiner ? We are moreover, informed, 
that improvement is less retarded by a gin-drinking people than a claret-drinking 
e.—Granted ; but the existence of the greater evil is no reason why we 
should not get rid of the lesser. In another article, ‘for the Examiner’ launches. 





two against the Report, we are told that it is of the “Agnew” school. Sir 
Andrew Agnew attacked not a few things which most men considered: to beno 
hey were partial. ‘The Report 

clical recommendations amount 
ject, and when you have: done so 


evils at all, and his remedies were as vexatious as t 
attacks a greatand acknowledged evil, and its 
merely to this—enlighten the people on the su 
legislate accordingly. — Dumfries Times. 
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These'are only a few selected out-of many'similar paragraphs to be 
found in the London Papers of the past week only ; while the Country 
Papers abound with narratives of crime, destitution, suicides, and 
violent deaths, arising from the Drunkenness of the parties: and yet, as 
if affected by a blindness or a stupor, as unaccountable as it is unin- 
telligible, both the Government and the Press look on with indifference 
upon the increasing evil, and endeavour to. overwhelm with odium and 
i and ridicule those who attempt: to stay the: progress of the desolating 
; flood): , ’ , Ruled ity 
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Awoncst the improvements of. the present day we know. not.in. its sphere a 
Eoeduemeneiant for. the. Toilet, than the. Kypophagon, or Super Essential 
Shaving Soap... This. extraordinary, chemical, discovery we hear has occupied 
the attention of she Proprietors for years, It, is-combined. of pore ¥ 
Substances; . Its. pfoperties: ave singularly, advantageous. by, softening, or 
Hard Water, producing a strong Lather that nev 
tried its effects, we can safely recommend the R 
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TERMINATION OF THE SESSIONAL SERIES OF THE 
PARLIAMENTARY REVIEW. 





The regular Series of this Work for the present Session of Parlia- 
anent will close with the next Number-—XXXII.—whichwil include 
the Titles to the Two Volumes, into which this Series will be ; 
with copious Tables of Contents and references to all the articles 
published ; preceded by an Address from the Editor on the conclusion 
‘of his Sessional labours. 


At the pressing solicitation of a very large number of Subscribers, 
a portion of the Recess will be devoted to the publication in Sizpenny 
Numbers—to be issued Weekly till completed—of the Evidenc ae 
before the Parliamentary Committee. of. Inguiry into the ¢ 
causes, and consequences of the prevailing vice of spins gone 4 
the Labouring Classes of the population in the United Kingdom, 
the purpose of placing before the Public, with as little delay, a 
as cheap a rate as possible, the appalling scenes of ne 
misery—the harrowing pictures of disease and crime—with which 
that Evidence abounds ; and which, in the large and costly form of 
pe Parliamentary Volume—in which alone it is now aécessible—is 
‘* sealed book” to the great mass of the community. 


This Series will be issued as a Supplement to Taz Pan.ta- 
MENTARY Revigw—extending aver a portion only of the Recess— 
and will be completed in 15 Numbers, of 40 pages each, so as to be 
terminated within the present year, and forming, when closed, a 
handsome Octavo Volume ef 600 pages, at 7s. 6d. 





This Work being a distinct Series of Tut PARLIAMENTARY 
Review, by way of Supplement for the Recess, may or may not be 
taken by the Subscribers to the regular Work, as they may see fit. 
But considering the importance of the subject—as it will exhibit a 
Saithful delineation of the awful state of Society among the most 
dissipated classes of England, Scotland, and Ireland—and the'slight 
expense of such a valuable Historical Record, it is confidently anti- 
cipated that very few of the readers of the Review will forego. the 
opportunity of possessing it. It will be supplied, therefore, to such of 
the Subscribers to the Review as may not. countermand it; but it 
will be left perfectly at their option to discontinue it.at eny .period 
they think proper ; though the small sum of Sixpence per week-could 
hardly be interposed as an obstacle to the widest diffusion of such 
important information, furnished, ae it will be, bn wi Sd ae 
aim then that of public utility, 
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